Subject overview: KS3 History

	Subject Rationale (Intent)

	The History Department intends to ensure students have access to a ‘rich diet’ of history in order to develop their understanding of local, British and global history (as well as understanding the methods of historical enquiry). This will equip students with the knowledge to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the causes and processes of change, the significance of key moments in history and the diversity of societies - knowledge which students can take forward with them into their journey as young adults. 

The History Department aims to follow the purpose of study as outlined in the National Curriculum for History, namely to ensure that students receive a high-quality History education which will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. Students will not only cultivate a sense of the past and develop their understanding of the actions of individuals and events (including their causes and effects), but also develop their ability to analyse sources (and their value to historians) and examine differing interpretations - all skills necessary in History at KS4 and 5. 

High challenge is embedded across the History curriculum through the use of learning objectives aimed at the highest order skills through the use of and reference to Bloom's Taxonomy in order to encourage students to create pieces of work that demonstrates their growing ability and confidence to analyse/evaluate the past and make judgements on the past. This approach reflects the department’s adoption and commitment to ‘teaching to the top’ when planning lessons with support provided where necessary. In terms of marking, teachers provide feedback to help students develop, expand or refine their work and or their knowledge. 

Finally, the department has ensured that the assessments in place allow for subject review and also the development of skills that work directly with our 9-1 assessment grid.

	
	Feedback in History at Key stage 3
	Literacy/ Oracy

	· Entry tickets
· Exit tickets
· Written assessments - end of unit tests (least x3)
· End of Year Exams
· Explicit success criteria identified for assessments
· Marking rubrics 
· DIRT lessons to give students the time to respond to teacher targets/develop written work
· Verbal feedback
· Marking Stamps
	· Keywords identified, defined and pronounced
· Written sources
· Written interpretations
· Teacher led leading
· Encouraging students to re-read text
· Whole class reading
· Text contains images
· Highlighting of text
· Annotation of text
· Open and closed questions related to text
· Sentence stems
· Model paragraphs
· Oracy stems
· Opportunities for structured talk - i.e. think, pair, share & write
· Use of role play/reading of text through performance
· Glossary of keywords provided where necessary




	YEAR 7 

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching?)
	Topic and sequence rationale 
(Why are you teaching this and how does it link to prior learning?)
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	Introduction to History: ‘how has our local environment changed over time?’

This unit of study includes:
· Developing an understanding of the school’s history;
· An examination of how St George’s Road has changed over time;
· An analysis of similarities and differences in Forest Gate over time; and
· Comparison of London over two different time periods.

	Students arrive at the school with different starting points in their understanding of the past and/or use of historical skills. This unit intends to bridge the gap between KS2 and 3 as well as introduce students to key historical concepts by using the history of the school, the school road, Forest Gate and London as a vehicle. 

Students will be introduced to telling time in history and concepts such as change and continuity. 

Homework activities include:
· Telling and measuring time in History.

Cross curricular links: 
· Geography - the use of maps to demonstrate change and continuity;
· Sociology - the changing demographic in the local area; &
· Maths - examination of data from a census. 
	· Students sit a baseline exam.
· Marked piece of class work - this can be either the comparison of St George’s Road today and in the past or comparison of how London has changed over time (written response).


	Term 1:2
	How ‘storming’ were the Normans?

This unit of study includes:
· Anglo-Saxon England & Sutton Hoo;
· The events of 1066; and
· The consolidation of power by the Normans. 
	Students begin with a focus on life before 1066, considering life in Anglo-Saxon England and what the helmet discovered at Sutton Hoo reveals about the Anglo-Saxons.

Students then develop an understanding of the development of the church, state and society in the 11th century. In particular, students consider how and why the Normans were able to dominate society following the invasion of the Normans and apply their knowledge to historical interpretations.
Students will develop the ability to tell a narrative in history and begin to consider how to describe and explain why power shifted over time. 

Homework activities include:
· Storyboard of the events of 1066; and
· Creation of castles.

Cross curricular links:  
· Sociology - the development of society and its structures; &
· English/Drama - retelling of the events of 1066.
	· Retrieval questions.
· Explain how William the Conqueror used his power to control England (written assessment). 
 

	Term 2:1
	The wonders of Baghdad – what stories would you bring back?

This unit of study includes:
· An analysis of what made the city of Baghdad special;
· The Silk Road;
· The different types of items people could buy in Baghdad;
· Key discoveries made in Baghdad and the Islamic Civilisation; and
· Health care in Baghdad. 
	Students move on to focus on medieval Baghdad as part of their appreciation of significant societies in world history in order to appreciate the uniqueness of different cultures/societies outside of Britain/Europe. Students also begin to develop their ability to make inferences from source. 

Students will continue to develop their ability to make independent judgements and support their ideas with evidence - skills developed in the previous term. Students will develop their ability to analyse sources.

Homework activities include:
· Investigation of the Silk Road’; and
· Exploration of medieval medicine.

Cross curricular links: 
· English - source skills; 
· Maths - currency use/development of Algebra;
· Geography - location of the Silk Road;
· Science - scientific developments; &
· MFL - appreciation of other cultures.

	· Retrieval questions.
· Students analyse a source in order to make an inference (source work). 
· Explain why people should visit medieval Baghdad (written assessment).

	Term 2:2
	Why were Samurai the ultimate warriors?

This unit of study includes:
· The way Medieval Japan was controlled and its system of hierarchy.
· The armour and strength of Samurai warriors.
· The rules that Samurai warriors were expected to follow.
· How far did Samurai, such as Miyamoto Musashi, follow these rules?
· The position of women in Japan, such as Geisha and peasants.
	With this unit students develop their understanding of social hierarchies by looking at how medieval and early modern Japan was controlled. This compares to their study of Medieval England, where they looked at the Feudal system developed by William I. This will help them to understand how the Shogun became the real leader of Japan in 1192 instead of the Emperor.
Students will then gain an understanding of what Samurai warriors were like; their armour, the rules they followed and actions. This will be undertaken with an emphasis on the use of sources, such as woodblock paintings, the Buke Shohatto, case studies and extracts from books and how they influence historians' understanding of the past. 

Students continue to develop their ability to make inferences from sources and consider why sources are useful to historians and their work.

Homework activities include writing a report on Samurai using their own investigative skills.

Cross curricular links: 
· English - source skills;
· Sociology - development of society;
· MFL - appreciation of other cultures; &
· Art - anime.
	· Retrieval questions.
· Students analyse a source in order to make an inference (source work). 
· Explain how historians use sources to learn about Japanese history.



	Term 3:1
	What does History show women can be?

This unit of study includes:
· An analysis of the actions of Boudicca;
· The life of Matilda;
· The life of Mary Fillis;
· The life of Elizabeth Fry;
· The campaign to get the vote; and
· Actions of women in World War II.

	Students examine the development of British society from before 1066 through to the present day. In particular students focus on how the expectations, freedoms and roles of women have changed over time. 

This unit continues to develop students' understanding of cause and effect as well as significance. Students also develop an appreciation of how women's role and position changed and continued over time. 

Homework activities include:
· Fact files on female role models.
· Analysis of sources on women during the Industrial Revolution 

Cross curricular links:  
· English - source skills;
· Sociology - position of women over time;
· RE - study of significant women; &
· Politics/Law - treatment of women/human rights.
	· End of year exam (written assessment);
· Comparison of the position of women across two time periods (written paragraph).

	Term 3:2



	What does History show women can be?
	As above
	As above

	YEAR 8 

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching?)
	Topic and sequence rationale 
(Why are you teaching this and how does it link to prior learning?)
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	The Reformation: why did Henry VIII break away from the Church in Rome?

This unit of study includes:
· Criticisms of the Catholic Church in Early Modern England;
· Why Henry broke with Rome;
· The consequences of the Reformation; and
· Black Tudors.
	Students develop an understanding of the development of the church, state and society in Britain 1509 – 1745 with a focus on why the Reformation occurred as well as its importance (significance) both in Britain and across Europe.

Students continue to develop their ability to express their opinions with a focus on cause and consequence.

Homework activities include the differences between Protestantism and Catholicism and ‘Meanwhile, Elsewhere’ about Nur Jahan of the Mughal Empire.

Cross curricular links: 
· RE - Religious development;
· Sociology - social development; &
· Politics/Law - legal changes.
	· Explain why Henry VIII introduced the Reformation? (written assessment)

	Term 1:2
	The Stuarts: why was the world turned upside down for women?

This unit of study includes:
· An overview of the Stuart period (big picture)
· The rise of witchcraft accusations in the Early modern period;
· James I and the Divine Right of Kings
· The role and importance of Matthew Hopkins; and
· The development of science of technology


	Students continue to develop an understanding of the church, state, culture and society in Britain 1509 – 1745 moving chronologically forward to ensure students understand shifting religious and social developments by focusing on why accusations of witchcraft against women increased in the Early Modern Period.

Students continue their ability to express their judgements on causation and consequence with supported pieces of evidence.

Homework activities include students creating their own guide on identifying witches.

Cross curricular links: 
· English - source skills/creative writing;
· Sociology - development of society;
· Politics/law - legal changes; &
· Drama - role play on the actions of Matthew Hopkins.
	· Explain why accusations of witchcraft rose and fell (written assessment).

	Term 2:1
	What made African Kingdoms so magnificent?
This unit of study includes:
· Stereotypes of African History;
· Explorations of African Kingdoms including Mali, Ashante, Benin and Dahomey.
	Students explore traditional interpretations on African History, how they came about and evidence to refute those interpretations by considering what made a range of African Kingdoms magnificent/special/unique in order to understand why historians’ interpretations on pre-colonial African History have changed/evolved. 

Homework activities include the creation of Benin plaques.

Cross curricular links: 
· Geography - location of African Kingdoms;
· Sociology - development of society;
· MFL - appreciation of other cultures; &
· Art - appreciation of different art works.
	· Students to consider traditional interpretations on African Kingdoms and how and why they are wrong (written assessment). 

	Term 2:2
	What is the truth about the Industrial Revolution?

This unit of study includes:
· What was the Industrial Revolution;
· Transport;
· Child Labour; and
· Health care/developments.

THIS UNIT IS UNDERDEVELOPMENT FOR 2026/27.
	Students develop an understanding of the church, state and society in Britain 1745 – 1900 reflecting on the changes that occurred in Britain during the period including technological change, population change, the position of children and scientific developments. This unit of work focuses on developing students' source analysis skills. 

Homework activities include creating reports on diseases in the Industrial period.

Cross curricular links: 
· Technology - use of machinery; 
· Geography - rural to urban developments;
· Science - developments of Edward Jenner and Dr Snow; &
· Drama - role play of the story of Edward Jenner. 
	· Knowledge questions and consideration of why a source may be useful to a historian (this will be included in the end of year exam). 

	Term 3:1
	HERstory: how and why have women campaigned for greater rights (1850 to present)

This unit of study includes:
· Attitudes towards suffrage;
· The actions of the suffrage movement;
· Spotlight on a range of women campaigners in the suffrage movement;
· Strike action in the 1960s/70s;
· Waves of feminism; and
· Extent of progress made by women.
	Students examine the reasons and methods of female protest from 1850 to present. This includes an analysis of the actions of the suffrage movement, Dagenham machinist strike and the Grunwick strike, the use of mass media as a form of protest and the #Metoo campaign.
Homework activities include the creation of presentations on issues that women face in the 21st century. 

Cross curricular links: 
· Music - protest songs;
· Sociology - consideration of different waves of feminism; &
· Law/politics - legal change.
	· Students present on modern issues facing women.
· End of year exam (written assessment).


	Term 3:2
	HERstory: how and why have women campaigned for greater rights (1850 to present)
	· As above


	· As above

	Year 9

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching?)
	Topic and sequence rationale 
(Why are you teaching this and how does it link to prior learning?)
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	How have people resisted the British Empire?

This unit of study includes:

· An examination of the slave trade and the campaign for the end of the slave trade in the British Empire.
	Students explore the British Empire with an in-depth examination of its role on the slave trade and the reasons for its end. In particular, students will consider two complex interpretations on the British Empire before developing their own judgement on the British Empire and its legacy. 

Students may make links to their historical study of African Kingdoms and the Industrial Revolution in Year 8. Students will continue to develop their ability to analyse sources and consider differing interpretations and come to their own judgement.

Homework activities include research on different empires or the impact of the British Empire on students’ own family/communities. 

Cross curricular links: 
· Geography - locations of the British Empire;
· English - reading of interpretations;
· Sociology - treatment of indigenous people; &
· Art - appreciation of artefacts.
	· Explain why the slave trade was eventually abolished in the British Empire in 1833 (written assessment)
.

	Term 1:2
	The Civil Rights Movement: how and why did civil rights change in Britain in the 20th century?
	Students develop an understanding of the fight for civil rights in Britain in the 20th century. The unit does include comparative elements with the USA and students compare methods, individuals and impact of the right for equality. 

Homework activities include research of civil rights moments such as the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the creation of remembrance murals.

Cross curricular links: 
· English - reading of sources
· Sociology - treatment of people; &
· Art - appreciation of artefacts.

	· How was the civil rights movement similar to that of the USA (written assessment)? 

	Term 2:1
	World War I: What were the causes and consequences of the First World War?

This unit of study includes:
· The causes of WWI;
· Reasons why men joined up to fight;
· Were the lions led by donkeys?;
· Technological and medical developments; and
· The role of women.
	Students now move into the 20th century and focus on challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 - present. Students examine the causes of WWI, consider why men joined up to fight, the leadership during the war and the consequences of the war.

Students may make links to their Year 7 studies on women and the British Empire as well as continuing to develop their ability to explain causation and analysing pieces of evidence.

Homework activities include analyses of trenches and a recipe for war. 

Cross curricular links: 
· Science - medical developments;
· Psychology - development of mental health treatment; &
· Sociology - freedoms for women.
	· Knowledge questions linked to prior units of study, source analysis and consideration of the causes and extent of change as a result of the war. 

	Term 2:2
	World War II: What choices and decisions do societies face in times of crisis (including the Holocaust)?

This unit of study includes:
· The Treaty of Versailles;
· The rise of Hitler in Germany;
· Nazi control in Germany;
· Resistance to the Nazis
· The Holocaust - including development of persecution over time, concentration camps, the role of different groups and resistance from the Jewish community; and
· The British Homefront during WWII.
	Students continue to examine the 20th century and focus on challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 - present. In particular, students will examine the events following World War I with the Treaty of the Versailles, before examining the rise of Hitler, methods of control and actions within World War II, including its impact on the local community. Students also examine the causes and development of the Holocaust as well as the role of different groups within the Holocaust. 

Students may recall topics regarding WWII such as evaluation and the Blitz from primary school as well as their Year 7 unit of study on women. In addition, students may be able to draw upon cross curricular links with English where they studied Kindertransport earlier in Year 9. 

Homework activities include research on Adolf Hitler and Anti-Semitism across Europe from the Roman period to the 1930s. 

Cross curricular links: 
· RE - actions of humanity;
· Sociology - consideration of indoctrination and censorship;
· Art - examples of propaganda; &
· Media - examples from films and trailers.
	· Explain why Hitler was able to come to power in Germany in 1933 (exit ticket)
· Students consider how the Holocaust could have happened (written assessment). 

	Term 3:1
	World War II: What choices and decisions do societies face in times of crisis?
	As above


	As above, plus the end of the year exam (written assessment)

	Term 3:2
	World War II: What choices and decisions do societies face in times of crisis?
	As above


	As above, plus the end of the year exam (written assessment)



