Subject overview: KS4  History

	Subject Rationale (Intent)

	The History Department intends to ensure students have access to a ‘rich diet’ of history in order to develop their understanding of local, British and global history (as well as understanding the methods of historical enquiry). This will equip students with the knowledge to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the causes and processes of change, the significance of key moments in history and the diversity of societies - knowledge which students can take forward with them into their journey as young adults. 

Students begin their GCSE study of History by examining crimes, law enforcement and punishment in Britain since c.1000. This unit was selected to help students develop a better understanding of Britain’s criminal justice system over time and how those changes still have an impact on Britain today. Furthermore, the study of a historic environment includes Whitechapel - a location very near to the school. Students then move on to examine the American West, focusing on the development of the west in America and the relationship between settler communities and the indigenous people. This unit was selected to help students understand how the settlement of the American West had a disastrous impact on the indigenous people and their way of life - which demonstrates to students the impact that human actions can have on others. Furthermore, this unit of study develops students’ understanding of global history. 

In Year 11, students explore the economic, political and social developments within Weimar and Nazi Germany between 1918 and 1939. This unit was selected to help students explore the national context which allowed the rise of the Nazi Party and Adolf Hitler in Germany during the 1930s, as well as exploring the ways in which life changed for Germans within Nazi Germany. This unit of study highlights the dangers of dictatorships and the impact that political decisions can have on peoples’ lives. Finally, students complete a depth study on Henry VIII focusing on his first 4 marriages and the decision to break with Rome. This unit was selected to help students develop their understanding of Tudor England, in particular the marriages of Henry VIII, along with the ramifications of decisions made by Henry VIII and his key ministers, both on the crown and the nation as a whole, in order to help students understand how the actions of one man could change the history of a nation. 

High challenge is embedded across the History curriculum through the use of learning objectives aimed at the highest order skills through the use of and reference to Bloom's Taxonomy to encourage students to create pieces of work that demonstrates their ability and confidence to analyse/evaluate the past and make judgements on the past. This approach reflects the department’s adoption and commitment to ‘teaching to the top’ when planning lessons with support provided when a need is identified. Furthermore, the department is committed to the use of flipped learning in all topic areas taught at KS4, as it allows for classroom time to be spent exploring in greater depth the information discovered at home or spend more time helping students to analyse and evaluate sources and interpretations. In terms of marking, teachers provide feedback to help students develop, expand or refine their work.

The skills developed at KS4 regarding the ability to express judgements, analysing and evaluating sources and critically considering interpretations (which students are introduced to at KS3) are then developed at A Level, ensuring that there is a smooth transition between KS4 and KS5. 


	Exam Specification

	Edexcel History syllabus B. 

	
	Feedback in History at Key stage 4
	Literacy/ Oracy

	· Exit tickets
· Written assessments - end of unit tests
· End of Year Exams
· Explicit success criteria identified for assessments
· Marking rubrics 
· DIRT lessons to give students the time to respond to teacher targets/develop written work
· Verbal feedback
· Marking Stamps
	· Keywords identified, defined and pronounced
· Written sources
· Written interpretations
· Flipped learning booklets
· Revision guides
· Teacher led leading
· Whole class reading
· Text contain images
· Highlighting of text
· Annotation of text
· Open and closed questions related to text
· Sentence stems
· Model paragraphs
· Oracy stems
· Opportunities for structured talk - i.e. think, pair, share & write
· Use of role play




	YEAR 10 

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching?)
	Topic and sequence rationale 
(Why are you teaching this and how does it link to prior learning?)
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	Crime and Punishment in Britain c. 1000 - present: Focus on developments in crime

This unit of study includes:
· The development of crimes across the following periods - Medieval, Early Modern, Industrial and Modern Britain;
· Crimes include heresy, treason, terrorism, witchcraft, smuggling, highway robbery, poaching and cyber-crimes.

	In this unit, students develop an understanding of how and why certain crimes were introduced or reduced in seriousness. Students consider the role of a range of different factors influencing decisions on crime. 

The skills developed at KS3 will continue to be enhanced and built upon at KS4. This includes the ability to explain causes of change, comparisons of change and continuity over time and the ability to make judgements on the past. 

Cross curricular links: 
· Law/Politics -  developments in law and its causes; &
· Sociology -  Analysis of crime and its causes as well as policing developments.

	· Exam questions set in the classroom/for homework 
· End of unit assessment incorporating 4, 12 and 16 mark questions (written assessment)
· End of Year 10 exam (written assessment including source work)
· Year 11 mock exam (written assessment including source work)

	Term 1:2
	Crime and Punishment in Britain c. 1000 - present: Focus on developments in law enforcement and punishment.

This unit of study includes:
· The development of law enforcement and punishment across the following periods - Medieval, Early Modern, Industrial and Modern Britain;
· Law enforcement includes the use of the hue and cry, tithings, town watchmen and night watchmen, the development of the metropolitan police force and a national police force; and
· Punishment includes the use of capital and corporal punishment, the use of transportation, the bloody code, the death penalty and the development of prisons.


	In this unit, students develop an understanding of the development of modern policing as well as understanding changes in the rationale of punishments.

The skills developed at KS3 will continue to be enhanced and built upon at KS4. This includes the ability to explain causes of change, comparisons of change and continuity over time and the ability to make judgements on the past. 

Cross curricular links: 
· Law/Politics -  developments in law and its causes; &
· Sociology -  Analysis of developments in punishments over time.
	· Exam questions set in the classroom/for homework 
· End of unit assessment incorporating 4, 12 and 16 mark questions (written assessment)
· End of Year 10 exam (written assessment including source work)
· Year 11 mock exam (written assessment including source work)



	Term 2:1
	As above
	
	

	Term 2:2
	Whitechapel, c1870–c1900: crime, policing and the inner city.
 
This unit of study includes:
· The local context of Whitechapel;
· Policing in Whitechapel; and
· Developments in policing.
	Students examine the conditions within Whitechapel, where the Jack the Ripper murders took place, in order to assess the value of two sources.

Students will also continue to develop their ability to analyse sources from their Year 9 studies.

Cross curricular links: 
· Sociology - immigration to Whitechapel; &
· Geography - changing places and causes of immigration. 
	· Exam questions set in the classroom/for homework
· End of unit assessment incorporating 4 and 8 mark questions (written assessment including source work)
· End of Year 10 exam (written assessment including source work)
· Year 11 mock exam (written assessment including source work)

	Term 3:1
	Period study: The American West, c1835–c1895

This unit of study includes:
· The indigenous people: their beliefs and way of life;
· Migration and early settlement in the West;
· Conflict and tension between settlers and Plains Indians;
· The Cattle Industry; 
· The indigenous people and the destruction of their way of life. 
	Students explore the settlement of the west in America and its impact on different groups.

Students develop their ability to write narratives and consider the consequences to actions.

Cross curricular links: 
· Law/Politics -  developments in law and its causes;
· RE - religious and cultural beliefs of different groups;
· Art - appreciation of the art and culture of indigenous people; 
· Geography - migration and it causes as well as the geography of the land; &
· Sociology -  Analysis of crime and its causes as well as 
policing developments.
	· Exam questions set in the classroom/for homework
· End of unit assessment 8 and 16 questions (written assessment)
· Year 11 mock exam (written assessment)

	Term 3:2
	As above. 


	
	

	YEAR 11 

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching?)
	Topic and sequence rationale 
(Why are you teaching this and how does it link to prior learning?)
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	Modern depth study: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39

This unit of study includes:
· The origins of the Weimar Republic;
· Early challenges to the Weimar Republic;
· The recovery of the Republic, 1924 - 1929;
· Changes in society, 1924 - 29.
	Students explore the creation of the Weimar Republic and its fall, before moving on to examine the rise of Hitler and his dictatorship. 

Students may recall their study of Hitler from Year 9. Students will also continue to refine their Paper 1 skills by developing their ability to analyse sources and make judgements. Furthermore, students will consider how convincing they find different interpretations.  

Cross curricular links: 
· Law/Politics -  political systems and their differences;
· Sociology -  why do people support extremist parties/leaders;
· English - exploration of sources and interpretations; &
· Art/media - appreciation of art and culture such as the work of Otto Dix or the power of films like Metropolis.
	12 and 16 mark questions set in the classroom or for homework as well as completing an exam paper on the topic (written assessment, including source work and analysis of interpretations)

	Term 1:2
	Modern depth study: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39

This unit of study includes:
· The early development of the Nazi Party;
· How Hitler became Chancellor, 1932 - 33;
· The creation of a dictatorship, 1933 - 34;
· The Police State;
· Nazi policies towards the young and women;
· Resistance to the Nazis;
· Persecution of minorities. 
	As above. 
	As above. 

	Term 2:1
	British depth study: Henry VIII and his ministers, 1509–40
This unit of study includes:
· Henry VIII;
· The rise and fall of Wolsey;
· The rise and fall of Cromwell; and
· The Reformation and its impact.
	Students examine the early life of Henry VIII, his quest for a son, the decision to break with the church in Rome as well as his relationships with key ministers.

Students may recall their Year 8 study of the Tudors and the religious changes that took place. Students also continue to develop skills taught as part of Paper 1.

Cross curricular links: 
· Law/Politics -  political systems and their differences;
· Sociology -  the position of women in Tudor society;
· RE - religious changes over time; &
· Law - treatment of people
	12 and 16 mark questions set in the classroom or for homework as well as completing an exam paper on the topic (written assessment)

	Term 2:2
	As above, plus exam preparation for the summer exams. 
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