Subject overview: KS5  History

	Subject Rationale (Intent)

	The History Department intends to ensure students have access to a ‘rich diet’ of history in order to develop their understanding of local, British and global history (as well as understanding the methods of historical enquiry). This will equip students with the knowledge to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the causes and processes of change, the significance of key moments in history and the diversity of societies - knowledge which students can take forward with them into their journey as young adults.  

In Year 12 History, students explore modern British and American history with a focus on ‘democracies in change’. Both of these units were selected to help students develop an understanding of key political changes as well as cultural, economic and social developments in both countries that continue to have an influence and impact today. 

In Year 13, students examine the fall and rise of the British Empire with case studies on 5 key regions - The USA, Canada, Australia, India and North Africa. This unit was selected to help students develop their understanding of British and global history in the period 1763 to 1914 and help them to examine key turning points within the period. The topics under consideration continue to generate massive historical debate and are all relevant areas of study at university. Finally, students complete coursework on the importance of Martin Lurther King Jr. King - a figure of popular interest whose actions and legacy are the subject to multiple interpretations which students will have the opportunity to consider.  

Overall, throughout the two years, students are expected to continue to develop their ability to examine and explain causes/consequences, changes/continuities and the significance of different individuals and events. Students also consolidate their ability to analyse and evaluate sources and critically consider interpretations, all skills students have been developing since the start of their KS3 study of History.    

High challenge is embedded across the History curriculum through the use of learning objectives aimed at the highest order skills through the use of and reference to Bloom's Taxonomy to encourage students to create pieces of work that demonstrates their ability and confidence to analyse/evaluate the past and make judgements on the past. This approach reflects the department’s adoption and commitment to ‘teaching to the top’ when planning lessons with support provided when a need is identified. Furthermore, the department is committed to the use of flipped learning in all topic areas taught at KS5 with the explicit intention that lesson time will be used to develop, refine or consolidate students' knowledge from the flipped learning activities or to help students analyse and evaluate sources and interpretations. In terms of marking, teachers provide feedback to help students develop, expand or refine their work.


	Exam specification

	Edexcel - this is the same exam board as the one selected at KS4 allowing for the continued development of key skills from KS4. This exam board was selected because of the breadth and depth of study it provides students, along with the high level of challenge included within the units studied. 




	
	Feedback in History at Key stage 35
	Literacy/ Oracy

	· Essay feedback
· Explicit success criteria identified for assessments/essays
· Marking rubrics 
· DIRT lessons to give students the time to respond to teacher targets/develop written work
· Verbal feedback
· Marking Stamps
	· Keywords identified, defined and pronounced
· Written sources
· Written interpretations
· Flipped learning booklets
· Revision guides
· Teacher led leading
· Whole class reading
· Text containing images
· Highlighting of text
· Open and closed questions related to text
· Sentence stems
· Model paragraphs
· Opportunities for structured talk - i.e. think, pair, share & write




	YEAR 12 

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching?)
	Topic and sequence rationale 
(Why are you teaching this and how does it link to prior learning?)
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	Paper 1: Democracies in change - Britain Transformed, 1918 - 1997
This unit of study includes:
· Key political developments between 1918 - 1979;
· Key economic developments between 1918 - 79;
· The history of industrial relations between 1918 - 79; and
· The development of the welfare (social security, health and education) state.

	Students to develop an understanding of key changes in the British political landscape and economic environment, as well as key developments in the British class system, welfare system, the position and freedoms of women, the position of immigrant communities as well wider cultural changes in order to develop an understanding of how Britain transformed over the period of study. This topic is taught first as it will introduce students to the style of extended writing required at A Level and more complex interpretations. Furthermore, this unit of study is a breadth study helping students to analyse political, economic and social changes across a relatively long period of time. 

Cross curricular links: 
· Law/Politics -  political systems and their differences as well as the consideration of the history of different political parties; &
· Economics/BusinessStudies: knowledge of economic growth, inflation, unemployment, IMF, devaluation of the pound and the impact on negative industrial relations.
	· 20 mark essays
· Assessment week and 
· Summer exams

Assessments are written and can include the analysis of interpretations.

	Term 1:2
	Paper 1: Democracies in change - Britain Transformed, 1918 - 1997 including interpretations of Margaret Thatcher.
This unit of study includes:
· Social developments (class, women and immigration) between 1918 - 79;
· Cultural developments (living standards, popular culture and leisure time) between 1918 - 79; and
· Political, economic and social legacy of Margaret Thatcher. 

	Students develop their understanding of Thatcher’s time as Prime Minister in order to evaluate her actions and consider her impact on Britain. Students use their own knowledge to evaluate 2 interpretations on Thatcher.

Students continue to develop their ability to analyse interpretations which began at KS3 History and continued at GCSE level.

Cross curricular links: 
· Law/Politics -  Developments in legislation across class, women and immigration as well as the actions of M. Thatcher;
· Economics - consideration of Monetarism, supply side policies and the Big Bang on central London and the financial district; &
· Sociology -  rise of the ‘teen’ and other youth sub-cultures;
· Geography - developments in travel, tourism & public transport; &
· PE - developments in spectator sports.
	· 20 mark essays
· Assessment week and 
· Summer exam

Assessments are written and can include the analysis of interpretations.

	Term 2:1
	Paper 2: Democracies in change - USA: Boom, Bust and Recovery, 1920 - 1955
This unit of study includes:
· Key political developments in the USA between 1920 - 55, including immigration policy, the development of the New Deal and responses to Communism;
· Key economic developments in the USA between 1920 - 55, including the roaring 20s, the Wall Street Crash, the Great Depression and the post war recovery; and
· Social developments in the USA between 1920 - 55, including the role of women and ethnic minorities.
	Students examine key political, economic and social changes within America in the period 1920 - 1955. Students consider the causes of the Wall Street Crash, the response to the Great Depression, as well as changes in the position of women and ethnic minorities. 

Students continue to develop their ability to analyse and evaluate sources. This unit of study is taught after Britain Transformed as it is a depth unit of study allowing for students to develop their understanding of political, economic and social themes that they were first introduced to in Paper 1. 

Cross curricular links: 
· English -  developments in American Literature in the the period such as ‘The Great Gatsby’;
· Economics - causes of the Wall Street Crash and the impact of the Great Depression;
· Sociology -  position of women and ethnic minorities, as well as the rise of extremist groups such as the KKK;
· RE - impact of religious groups on society, such as prohibition; &
· Art/media - appreciation of art and culture such as Disney.
	· 8 and 12 mark source questions
· 20 mark essays
· Summer exam

Assessments are written and can include the analysis of sources.

	Term 2:2
	Paper 2: Democracies in change - USA: Boom, Bust and Recovery, 1920 - 1955 and preparation for summer exams
	As above 
	As above 

	Term 3:1
	Summer Exams
	
	

	Term 3:2
	Introduction to NEA
	Students research the Civil Rights Movement and read interpretations on Martin Luther King Jr.

Students continue to develop their ability to examine interpretations about Martin Luther King Jr which consolidates skills developed in Paper 1 and prepares them for the higher level of challenge included in Paper 3. 

Cross curricular links: 
· Law/politics: impact of key legislation and actions by presidents, such as President Kennedy and Johnson; 
· Sociology - the changing status and position of ethnic minorities;
· Media - portrayals of MLK and other civil rights campaigners in popular culture.
	n/a

	YEAR 13 

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching?)
	Topic and sequence rationale 
(Why are you teaching this and how does it link to prior learning?)
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	NEA

	Students are taught a short course on completing their NEA plus revision of Paper 1 content.

	Complete NEA.

	Term 1:2
	Paper 3: Britain: losing and gaining an empire, 1763–1914
This unit of study includes:
· The causes of the American Revolution;
· The causes of uprising in Canada;
· The cause and consequence of the Indian Mutiny;
· British expansion in Australia and the genocide of aboriginal peoples; and
· The decision to expand into North Africa.
	Students examine the causes of the American Revolution, the uprising in Canada, the development of the British Empire in Australia, the Indian Mutiny and the expansion of the British Empire into North Africa. Students also explore key changes within the economic policy and the role of the Royal Navy. Students also continue to revise content of Paper 1 and 2. 

Students must utilise their ability to express their judgements in essays and analyse sources. This unit of study is taught last as it consolidates the skills developed in Papers 1 and 2. 

Cross curricular links: 
· Economics - the history of economic trade from Monetarism to Free Trade;
· Sociology - the treatment of indigenous groups, such as Aboriginal Australians;
· Law - human rights violations; 
· MFL - appreciation of other cultures and identities;
· RE - work of missionaries in India;
· English - analysis of proclamations and other sources; &
· Science and technology - technology developments of the Royal Navy.
	20 mark essays and source questions.

Assessments are written and can include the analysis of sources.

December mock exam.

	Term 2:1
	Paper 3: Britain: losing and gaining an empire, 1763–1914 
	As above
	As above

	Term 2:2
	Paper 3: Britain: losing and gaining an empire, 1763–1914 with a focus on British economic policy and the Royal Navy.
	Students consider the causes and impact of changes to the economic policy and the Royal Navy between 1763 and 1914. 
	As above

	Term 3:1
	Revision of Papers 1, 2 and 3.
	
	

	Term 3:2
	
	
	



