Subject overview: KS5 Politics: 2026

	
	Subject Rationale (Intent)

	
	The Politics curriculum aims to ensure that students are equipped to critically analyse a range of political information across the globe in order to come to a reasoned conclusion as to the strengths of the range of intellectual and philosophical arguments that underpin historical and contemporary political systems. 

This course encourages synoptic thought which will enhance students’ understanding of other humanities and social science subjects and forms an intellectual underpinning of the British values taught within St Angela’s. 

The synoptic framework of this course embeds high challenge, compelling students to utilise and draw links and references to prior learning throughout the course.  High challenge is also incorporated through the application of ideological perspectives in Year 13 which makes direct links between Year 13 content and PPE degree courses. Flipped learning is embedded through a handbook in which students build on their knowledge, understanding and application. In addition to this, students are encouraged to go ‘beyond the curriculum’, through being given access to Politics explained, Prechewed Politics and Politics Review for independent study. 


	
	Exam specification 

	
	AS and A Level Politics students follow the Edexcel exam board (AS 8PL0) (A2 9PL0)

	Feedback in Politics at Key stage 5
	Literacy/ Oracy 

	Achieving the highest grades in A-Level Politics requires moving beyond content memorisation to demonstrate consistent evaluation and precise, up-to-date evidence. The best feedback often emphasises that high-mark essays must integrate case studies (e.g., 2024 General Election 2026 local elections or recent Supreme Court rulings) and show "evaluation throughout," not just in the conclusion. Formative and summative assessment assist the learners in this journey.

The Department uses summative assessment (awarding marks and grades in essays, presentations, end of unit tests and mock exams) and formative assessment.

Formative assessment involves highlighting areas for improvement, not just to measure student learning but to improve learning; this is often referred to as "assessment for learning.”
Formative assessment is conducted daily or weekly, acting as a continuous check-in rather than a final exam.

Formative assessment provides qualitative, descriptive feedback to help students understand how to close the gap between their current knowledge and learning goals.

Formative assessment does not utilise grades, but focuses on process over performance.
	Literacy and oracy strategies for A-Level Politics focus on moving beyond content memorization to analysing, evaluating, and articulating complex political concepts. 
Our strategies include active, argumentative essay planning, using specific political terminology (Tier 3 vocabulary e.g. low-frequency, subject-specific words critical for understanding specialized content), and participating in structured debates.
Literacy
Active Essay Planning (The 3-Paragraph Method): Rather than writing full essays immediately, focus on planning 30-mark essays by outlining three main paragraphs, each with a "for," "against," and a "mini-conclusion" to develop analytical skills.
Write Like a Political Thinker : Focus on precision rather than description. Use specific, technical terms (e.g., sovereignty, hegemony, mandate) and link every point back to the question.
 Essay Structure Mapping: Use a consistent structure: a clear introduction with a thesis statement, 3-4 body paragraphs featuring counterarguments, and a firm, justified conclusion.
Evidence-Based Analysis: Use the latest political case studies (e.g., from 2024-2026 UK/US elections) to back up arguments. Utilize examiner reports to understand what separates A-grade answers from A* answers.
Active Reading & Marking Up: When reading academic texts or news, markup the text to highlight key ideas, new terminology, and evidence, and rewrite it using paraphrasing to boost recall. 
Oracy
Structured Debates: Using an oracy framework that encourages answering questions in complete sentences, using technical language (Tier 3), and building on others' contributions.
Performance Oracy: Practice delivering short, 5-minute, structured speeches on political topics to build confidence and refine the ability to formulate arguments on the spot.




	
	YEAR 12 

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching?)
	Topic and sequence rationale 

	Link to prior learning / skills development
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	Democracy and participation

· Current systems of representative democracy and direct democracy
· A wider franchise and debates over suffrage
· Pressure groups and other influence
· Rights in context


Democracy and participation is taught alongside:  

The UK constitution

· The nature and sources of the UK constitution 
· How the constitution has changed since 1997
· The role and powers of devolved bodies in the UK, and the impact of this devolution on the UK
· Debates on further reform

	This module provides the basis for the whole course and students study the core elements of the whole course within this module.  

Consequently, it is useful if students can engage in some reading with regards to the main topics prior to starting the course. 

Democracy and participation is taught alongside the UK constitution so students are able to better apply their theoretical knowledge. Through this, students should aim to incorporate contemporary examples into their work and are therefore encouraged to critically engage with a range of news sources from the media. 

Students will evaluate the nature and sources of the UK Constitution before analysing the different political parties. 











	Cross Curricular links: Social Science, Humanities and PSHE.


Whilst no specific prior knowledge is needed, Year 12 students will be able to draw upon a wealth of knowledge that they have gained throughout KS3 and 4, including knowledge  from their History, Sociology and Rise Up day lessons. 

	Long format and short format essays and formal examinations.

The essays and exam questions will stretch and challenge the students ensuring that they develop sophisticated essay planning and response skills; including the ability to produce in depth analysis of source materials.

	Term 1:2
	Political parties
· Established political parties
· Emerging and minor UK political parties
· UK political parties in context


Parliament

· The Structure and Role of the House of Commons and House of Lords
· The comparative powers of the House of Commons and House of Lords
· The legislative process
· The ways in which Parliament interacts with the Executive
	Building on the previous module, students study the functions and features of political parties in the UK’s
representative democracy and assess the main reasons for the success of political parties. This is taught after democracy and participation so students understand the framework within which the political parties operate. 

Students are then introduced to the make up of Parliament, specifically the the structure and role of the House of Commons and House
of Lords. This is taught here as it is useful for students to firstly understand bipartisan politics before they assess the roles of Parliamentary members such as back bench MPs. 


	Following the delivery of base knowledge in the first term, learners are encouraged to approach the subject synoptically and utilise all prior learning to supplement their current learning.
Cross Curricular links: Social Science, Humanities and PSHE.


Whilst no specific prior knowledge is needed, Year 12 students will be able to draw upon a wealth of knowledge that they have gained throughout KS3 and 4, including knowledge  from their History, Sociology and Rise Up day lessons. 

	Long format and short format essays and formal examinations.

	Term 2:1
	Electoral systems

· Different electoral systems
· Referendums and how they are used
· Electoral system analysis









PM and powers of the executive

· The structure, role and powers of the executive
· The concept of ministerial responsibility
· The Prime Minister and the Cabinet
· The power of the Prime Minister and the Cabinet
· The powers of the Prime Minister and the Cabinet to dictate events and determine policy

	Here, students will assess the different electoral systems: First-past-the-post (FPTP), Additional Member System
(AMS), Single Transferable Vote (STV) Supplementary Vote
(SV) and assess the impact of the different systems on democratic outcomes, building on the knowledge from their first two modules. This is taught after constitution and devolution as electoral systems need to be understood within the context of the constitution.


The structure, role, and powers of the Executive are then taught as once the constitution is understood, the role of the PM becomes clearer. Students will then be able to assess the relationship between the PM and the House of Commons and House of Lords. 

	Following the delivery of knowledge in the previous terms, learners are encouraged to approach the subject synoptically and utilise all prior learning to supplement their current learning.

Cross Curricular links: Social Science, Humanities and PSHE.


Whilst no specific prior knowledge is needed, Year 12 students will be able to draw upon a wealth of knowledge that they have gained throughout KS3 and 4, including knowledge  from their History, Sociology and Rise Up day lessons. 

	Long format and short format essays and formal examinations.

	Term 2:2
	Voting behaviour and the media

· Case studies of three elections (one from the period 1945– 92, the 1997 election, and one since 1997), the results and their impact on parties and government.
· Factors that explain the outcomes of these elections
· Analysis of the national voting-behaviour patterns for these elections, revealed by national data sources and how and why they vary. 


Relations between the branches

· The Supreme Court and its interactions with, and influence over, the legislative and policy-making processes
· The relationship between the Executive and Parliament
· The aims, role and impact of the European Union (EU) on the UK government
· The location of sovereignty in the UK political system

	Students will assess case studies of three key general elections (one from the period 1945–92, the 1997 election, and one since 1997), the results and their impact on parties and government. This allows students to apply their theoretical knowledge to key historic case studies. 








By already understanding the constitution, students will have a much better idea how separation and fusion of powers actually works, enabling students to fully comprehend the relationship between the branches. Having completed this content, students will have developed breadth and depth of understanding of political participation and UK Government, enabling them to make a smooth transition to the even more challenging topics within the A2 course. 


	Following the delivery of knowledge in the previous terms, learners are encouraged to approach the subject synoptically and utilise all prior learning to supplement their current learning.

Cross Curricular links: Social Science, Humanities and PSHE.


Whilst no specific prior knowledge is needed, Year 12 students will be able to draw upon a wealth of knowledge that they have gained throughout KS3 and 4, including knowledge  from their History, Sociology and Rise Up day lessons. 

	Long format and short format essays and formal examinations.

	Term 3:1
	Revision and examinations
	Students will enhance examination technique and prepare for their examinations.

Students will synoptically review this year’s learning.
	
	Utilise all previous examination materials and examiners reports.

	Term 3:2
	Introduction to Ideologies

· Liberalism
· Socialism
· Conservatism
· Anarchism 

Introduction to US Politics




	Students will be introduced to the A2 content and will be thoroughly prepared for Year 13. Students will understand the rigour of the Year 13 examination and the synoptic links between Year 1 and 2. 


	




















	Long format and short format essays and formal examinations.

	
	YEAR 13 

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching?)
	Topic and sequence rationale 
(Why are you teaching this and how does it link to prior learning?)
	Link to prior learning / skills development
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	Liberalism

Core ideas and principles of liberalism and how they relate to human nature, the state, society and the economy:
· individualism 
· freedom/liberty 
· state
· rationalism 
· equality/social justice
· liberal democracy 


The differing views and tensions within liberalism

Liberal thinkers and their ideas

Ideologies is taught alongside:  

US Constitution and federalism

· The nature of the US Constitution
· The key features of the US Constitution and an evaluation of their effectiveness today. 
· The main characteristics of US federalism
· Interpretations and debates around the US Constitution and federalism. 


US Constitution and federalism is taught alongside:







Comparative Approaches (discrete lessons throughout the year)
Theoretical approaches:
· Rational
· Cultural
· Structural
	With students having developed their understanding of challenging ideologies and diverse ideologies within an understanding of the role of political parties and movements in the UK, students are now in a position to be able to learn about different ideologies in even greater depth. This is one of the key areas of challenge of the course.

This module introduces students to the philosophical underpinning the different political positions in the UK and globally. As such, these modules provide useful preparation for students who are moving on to study PPE at university.
Students will evaluate core ideas and principles of liberalism and how they relate to human nature, the state, society and the economy.










This module underpins all subsequent learning in this section and it is vital that learners are able to connect the historical context and origins of the constitution and to link these to contemporary issues relating to individual freedoms e.g. Roe vs Wade.

Students will evaluate the key features of the US Constitution and an evaluation of their effectiveness today. Comparisons to the UK are made throughout the course.



Throughout the course, students will compare and debate aspects, similarities, and differences of the UK and US, focusing on: Constitutions, legislative branches, executive branches, Supreme Courts and civil rights, and democracy and participation.  


	As the final examinations will incorporate the whole specification, learners will synoptically utilise all prior learning in their year 13 topics: Ideologies and US Politics.
	Long format and short format essays and formal examinations.

	Term 1:2
	Socialism

Core ideas and principles of liberalism and how they relate to human nature, the state, society and the economy:
· collectivism
· common humanity 
· equality 
· social class 
· workers’ control 


The differing views and tensions within socialism

Socialist thinkers and their ideas

US Congress
· The structure of Congress
· The distribution of powers within Congress
· The functions of Congress
· Representation
· Legislative
· Oversight
· Interpretations and debates around Congress
	Students will continue to develop their understanding of different ideologies in even greater depth, consistently using their Year 12 content as a base for this. Students will be able to compare and contrast this ideology to liberalism.











Once students have a robust understanding of the role of the constitution, they will then be able to  evaluate the powers given to Congress in the Constitution, alongside the exclusive powers of each House and the concurrent powers of Congress. Students will continue to make links between the US and the UK where applicable. 

	As the final examinations will incorporate the whole specification, learners will synoptically utilise all prior learning in their year 13 topics: Ideologies and US Politics.
	Long format and short format essays and formal examinations.

	Term 2:1
	Conservatism

Core ideas and principles of conservatism and how they relate to human nature, the state, society and the economy:

· Pragmatism
· Tradition
· human imperfection
· organic society/state
· Paternalism
· libertarianism 


The differing views and tensions within conservatism

Conservative thinkers and their ideas


US presidency

· Formal sources of presidential power as outlined in the US Constitution and their use
· Informal sources of presidential power and their use
· The presidency 
· Relationships between the presidency and the following institutions and why this varies
· Limitations on presidential power and why this varies between presidents
· Interpretations and debates of the US presidency



	
Students will continue to develop their understanding of different ideologies in even greater depth, consistently using their Year 12 content as a base for this.  Students will be able to compare and contrast this ideology to socialism and liberalism.
















Students will evaluate the in/formal sources of presidential power as outlined in the US Constitution and their use. Students are able to do this as they have already studied the US Constitution so will be able to apply their new knowledge to that taught at the beginning of the year. 
	As the final examinations will incorporate the whole specification, learners will synoptically utilise all prior learning in their year 13 topics: Ideologies and US Politics.
	Long format and short format essays and formal examinations.

	Term 2:2
	Feminism

Core ideas and principles of feminism and how they relate to human nature, the state, society and the economy: 

· Sex and gender
· Patriarchy
· The personal is political
· Equality feminism and difference feminism
· Intersectionality

The different types of feminism - 
liberal, socialist, radical, post-modern

Feminist thinkers and their ideas.


US Supreme Court
· Nature and role of the Supreme Court
· The appointment process for the Supreme Court
· The Supreme Court and public policy
· The protection of civil liberties and rights in the US today
· Race and rights in contemporary US politics
· Interpretations and debates of the US Supreme Court and civil rights

US Democracy and participation
· Electoral systems in the USA
· Presidential elections and their significance
· Campaign finance
· The key ideas and principles of the Democratic and Republican parties
· The distribution of power and changing significance of the parties
· The current conflicts and tendencies and the changing power and influence that exist within the parties
· Coalition of supporters for each part
· Interest groups in the USA – their significance, resources, tactics and debates about their impact on democracy
· and participation (continued) 
· Interpretations and debates of US democracy and participation

	Students will finish off their studies of different ideologies by assessing the features and role of feminism. Students will be able to compare and contrast this ideology to conservatism, socialism and liberalism.
















Lastly, students will assess the role of the US Supreme Court alongside evaluating the protection of civil liberties and rights in the US today and how challenges to democracy and participation in the US are frequently decided by the Supreme Court. This section will also focus on the role of interest groups in lobbying for the protection of the rights of minority and ‘muted voice’ groups. 

By completing these topics last, students will be able to draw upon their prior knowledge of the US political system to clearly and holistically explain how the US Supreme Court and democracy and participation are upheld through the US political framework. 
This section neatly provides a synoptic overview of the student’s previous learning.





	As the final examinations will incorporate the whole specification, learners will synoptically utilise all prior learning in their year 13 topics: Ideologies and US Politics.
	Long format and short format essays and formal examinations.

	Term 3:1
	Revision and examinations
	Students will enhance examination technique and prepare for their examinations. Students will synoptically review this year’s learning.
	
	Utilise all previous examination materials including past papers and examiners reports.

	Term 3:2
	Exams
	
	
	





