Subject overview: KS4 Psychology

	Subject Rationale (Intent)

	The Psychology department intends to ensure all students acquire a sound knowledge base and deep-rooted understanding of psychology, developing an understanding of the self and others, and how a range of psychological theories, from different perspectives, can help to explain everyday social phenomena.

The units taught at GCSE level offer students a broad and balanced curriculum through analysing a range of behaviours from social, biological, cognitive and psychological perspectives. Each unit is delivered in a way that is relevant to our students, which sparks curiosity and brings the subject ‘to life’.

The OCR GCSE specification is multifaceted in its nature and will enable students to develop a range of pre-existing skills. Such as developing their mathematical skills when analysing and interpreting data, enhancing their literacy skills when constructing essay responses and increasing their ability to explain behaviour from a biological perspective when exploring neuropsychology within each unit. 


	Feedback in Psychology at Keystage KS4
	Literacy / Oracy

	Formative assessment is used throughout every lesson to ensure students are receiving immediate actionable feedback from teachers to correct misconceptions and improve work. 

Examples of live feedback provided during lessons include: 
· Verbal responses following targeted questioning / group discussion  
· Live marking of peel paragraphs / exam responses 
· Live essay planning and modelling of exam responses
· DIRT in books 
· Tailored ‘do now’ activities following summative assessment 

Book marking 
Teachers mark work books a minimum of twice per topic by checking that all classwork, homework and flipped learning has been completed. They then comment on student work by posing questions often to help clarify understanding or provide challenge. Exam responses are marked and written WWW/EBI feedback is provided. A pink ‘SIT’ form (success, improve, targeted question) is completed and students are directed to respond to this during DIRT time once books have been returned. Teachers will often share whole class feedback verbally at this time to address any consistent areas for improvement seen across the class's books.

Summative assessment is used following an assessment schedule in both Year 10 and Year 11. All students sit a mid-unit assessment (15 marks) half way through each topic which is self-assessed using OCR mark schemes and guided by the teacher; this provides students with an opportunity to reflect upon their own progress and devise strategic targets for their revision for each topic. 

All students sit an end of unit assessment (24 marks) once the content for each topic has been delivered; this is teacher assessed. Feedback is provided throughout the assessment paper with commentary on each question and a yellow feedback sheet is completed and shared with each student. The feedback sheet explicitly highlights areas of content / skills which the student has excelled in and areas for development / further revision. The feedback sheet then sets a series of ‘do now’ exam responses for the student to complete; these are selected by the teachers and tailored to each individual student to help fill in gaps in their knowledge or provide an opportunity to correct any errors which appeared in their assessment responses. Whole class feedback is given reviewing the OCR mark scheme following each formative assessment. 

Lessons within the scheme of work are dedicated to reviewing exam papers and completing improvement work following end of year and mock exams throughout the course. 

All teacher marking is completed in pink pen and all student self or peer assessment is completed in green pen.


	Psychology lessons at St Angela’s are held in ‘talking classrooms’ where the learning environment is built to encourage active engagement rather than passivity from students. Teachers ensure that students cannot opt out and are consistently encouraged to share their opinions, justify their responses and debate their ideas with each other. A number of strategies are used to develop students’ literacy and oracy skills, as well as their confidence in using these skills, which include but are not limited to: 

· Teachers modelling formal spoken language and the use of subject specific key terminology at all times
· Adaptive teaching strategies with a focus on BCAR students
· Peer teaching activities and class presentations
· Debates in the classroom which are student led
· Sharing of written work aloud for feedback but also to encourage ‘active listening’ of others
· Reading of source based questions and content aloud and discussion meaning with peers / as a class 
· Group discussion and annotation of exam responses before they are attempted (discussion of command words, assessment objectives, marks available, possible structures) 
· Starter activities which encourage metacognition and the verbal use of key terminology (for example, odd one out, taboo)
· Discussion of the etymology of more different key terms and exam language (for example - exogenous zeitgebers as external time givers)
· Key term glossaries and work banks
· Writing frames provided for exam responses, specifically extended writing and 8 mark / 13 mark essay questions
· AO3 evaluation taught using PEE structure
· Sentence starters and/or gap fills used where deemed appropriate
· Pre-teaching of key terms through flipped learning activities
· Flipped learning activity using the textbook to encourage comprehension
· Class made plans modelled on whiteboard for exam responses 
· Exam responses modelled on whiteboard 
· Acronyms and mnemonics used to aid recall (for example, LAMBS and See Pretty Cows Fly)


	YEAR 10 

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching)
	Topic rationale Intent  
(Why are you teaching that topic?) 
	Link to prior learning / skills development
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	Introductory lessons
1. What is psychology? 
2. Theories vs studies
3. Debates: Nature vs Nurture
4. Debates: Free Will vs Determinism
5. Debates: Holism vs Reductionism










Research Methods

1. Aims and hypotheses
2. Variables
3. Experimental design
4. Sampling
5. Ethical issues in research
6. Experiments
7. Mid-unit assessment 
8. Self report methods: questionnaires
9. Self-report methods: interviews
10. Observational techniques
11. Correlational studies & types of data
12. Displaying data (graphs and charts)
13. Reliability and validity
14. Types of bias
15. Design your own research (practical)
16. Design your own research (practical)
17. Revision
18. End of unit assessment 

	Students often come into psychology with preconceived notions about what the subject is. These lessons will allow us to dispel any myths and initial misconceptions. They will also provide us with an opportunity to build foundations with regards to how theories and studies are used within psychology to explain human behaviour and to introduce the three most popular debates within the discipline which all later content is synoptically linked back to. 



Research is fundamental in psychology as it allows psychologists an opportunity to falsify their existing theories or provides them with data to build a theory upon. As each subsequent unit in the specification includes two key studies, it is essential that our students understand the research process before exploring extensive studies within the specification. The unit begins by exploring aims and hypotheses, which are concepts that our students are already familiar with, the lessons then become more specialised to psychology. The department aims to make each lesson as practical as possible by implementing in-class experiments whereby the students take on the role of participants and experience the research process first hand. 
	Practical research will have been conducted in KS3 lessons (Cross Curricular link: Science). The free will vs determinism debate is discussed in KS4 lessons (Cross Curricular link: Religious Studies).







Prior links to KS3 science when studying topics related to the scientific method (variables, aims and hypotheses) (Cross Curricular link: Science).. Prior links to KS3 maths when studying lesson 11 (correlational studies) and lesson 12 (displaying data- charts and graphs) (Cross Curricular link: Maths). Students will begin to develop fundamental psychological knowledge with reference to how research is planned, conducted and analysed in this field.


SKILLS: AO1, AO2, AO3
	· Knowledge, application and evaluation questions answered in their workbooks during lessons
· Mid-unit assessment (15 marks) which is self-assessed in class using the official OCR mark scheme
· End of unit assessment (24 marks) which is teacher assessed using the official OCR mark scheme
· Research Methods is also featured as a full section in their end of year 10 exam and their year 11 mock exam

	Term 1:2
	Sleep and Dreaming

1. Functions of sleep 
2. Neuropsychology of sleep
3. Sleep disorders
4. The Freudian theory of dreaming
5. Mid-unit assessment 
6. Key study: Freud’s case study of the Wolfman
7. Key study: Evaluation of Freud’s case study 
8. The Activation Synthesis theory of dreaming
9. Key study: William’s study into dreams 
10. Application: treating insomnia
11. Revision
12. End of unit assessment 
	The Sleep and Dreaming is a unit two topic which is the most accessible given the students' restricted level of knowledge at this stage of the course. It links to the previous unit, research methods, when students explore the two key studies from this unit (Freud’s case study of the Wolfman and Williams et al). This unit covers a range of theoretical viewpoints related to sleep and dreaming. From the evolutionary explanations of the functions of sleep to the psychodynamic’s perspective of dreaming, it equips learners with an insight into both the biological and psychological explanations of sleep and dreaming. 
	Potential prior links to KS3 biology when studying lesson 2 (neuropsychology of sleep) (Cross Curricular link: Science). Having an existing understanding of the research process will enable the students to critically analyse these two studies. This unit allows students to apply their knowledge of research methods to a specific field within psychology. At the end of the unit, students are able to apply their knowledge of the causes of insomnia to understand effective treatments (based on psychological theory) which are used in the real world. 


SKILLS: AO1, AO2 AO3
	· Knowledge, application and evaluation questions answered in their workbooks during lessons
· Mid-unit assessment (15 marks) which is self-assessed in class using the official OCR mark scheme
· End of unit assessment (24 marks) which is teacher assessed using the official OCR mark scheme
· Sleep and Dreaming is also featured as a full section in their end of year 10 exam and their year 11 mock exam.  

	Term 2:1
	Memory

1. Key concepts 
2. Brain structure and functions
3. The Multi-store model of memory
4. Evaluation of the multi-store model
5. Types of forgetting
6. Key Study:The case study of Clive Wearing
7. Key study: Evaluation of the case study of Clive Wearing
8. Mid-unit assessment
9. The Reconstructive Theory 
10. Evaluation of The Reconstructive Theory
11. Key study: Braun et al’s study
12. Key study: Evaluation of Braun et al’s study 
13. Application: creating effective advertisements  
14. Revision
15. End of unit assessment 
	Memory is also a unit 2 topic, which is why it follows on from Sleep and Dreaming as we wanted students to study topics from the same unit, so they can sit a full paper at the end of year 10. The unit begins by exploring how information is processed, stored and retrieved in the brain where it can be used at a later date. Students then build upon these fundamental concepts when exploring different theories of memory. They then go on to explore theories of forgetting alongside research which investigates those who suffer from issues with their memory due to brain damage and experiments where participants' memories for personal events are manipulated. These topics provide students with an in-depth understanding of the cognitive processes that underpin the human memory system. 
	Prior links to the research methods unit, as students will utilise their knowledge of research methods when exploring the two key studies (The case study of Clive Wearing and Braun et al). They will then continue to develop their knowledge of neuropsychology through studying specific parts of the brain (the frontal lobe and the hippocampus) (Cross Curricular link: Science). Towards the end of the unit, students will utilise their knowledge of how the human memory system works and apply this, in order to create effective advertisements. 

SKILLS: AO1, AO2 AO3
	· Knowledge, application and evaluation questions answered in their workbooks during lessons
· Mid-unit assessment (15 marks) which is self-assessed in class using the official OCR mark scheme
· End of unit assessment (24 marks) which is teacher assessed using the official OCR mark scheme
· Memory is also featured as a full section in their end of year 10 exam and their year 11 mock exam.  

	Term 2:2
	Social Influence

1. Key concepts: conformity, obedience 
2. Key concepts: Crowd behaviour 
3. Theory: situational factors affecting obedience 
4. situational factors affecting obedience 
5. Evaluation of the situation factors affecting obedience
6. Key study: Bickman 
7. Evaluation of Bickman 
8. Mid-unit assessment
9. Dispositional theory of social influence
10. Evaluation of the Dispositional theory 
11. Key study: NATCEN
12. Key study: Evaluation of NATCEN
13. Application: Changing attitudes through minority influence
14. Revision
15. End of unit assessment 
	Social Influence is the final topic within unit 2, which is why it is taught after memory.This unit allows students to understand why people alter their behaviour depending on who they are in the company of. It explores the biological and psychological reasons for obedience and conformity as well as how a minority can permanently change the attitudes of a majority. This unit highlights relevant, contemporary research which allows students to link the previously learnt key concepts (obedience, conformity, locus of control) to explain behaviour choices. 
	Prior links to the research methods unit, as students will utilise their knowledge of research methods when exploring the two key studies (Bickman and NATCEN). They will develop their knowledge of neuropsychology by exploring the role of gray matter in the hippocampus and the influence this has on self-esteem and conformity (Cross Curricular link: Science). Students will develop their ability to explain everyday behaviours such as obedience and conformity, as well as global events such as the suffragette movement/BLM protests to explain how majority and minority groups can influence human behaviour and attitudes (Cross Curricular link: History, Sociology and Politics). 

SKILLS: AO1, AO2 AO3
	· Knowledge, application and evaluation questions answered in their workbooks during lessons
· Mid-unit assessment (15 marks) which is self-assessed in class using the official OCR mark scheme
· End of unit assessment (24 marks) which is teacher assessed using the official OCR mark scheme
· Social Influence is also featured as a full section in their end of year 10 exam and their year 11 mock exam.  

	Term 3.1
	Neuropsychology review lesson










The 13-mark essay (Research Methods)

1. 13-mark essay on research they have explored throughout their 6 topics 














	Every topic has an element of neuropsychology in it which students often find challenging and can feel apprehensive about. This lesson serves to consolidate this knowledge and bring it all together synoptically so students can see the bigger picture whilst also preparing them for a potential 13-mark essay.


This particular essay focuses on key research they have already explored throughout the course. Therefore, by delivering it towards the end of the course it also acts as revision, as students will be required to consolidate their knowledge of research that they have previously studied. The focus for the 13-mark essay lessons is to create a well-balanced and detailed essay within the appropriate time constraints (15 minutes). 






	(Cross Curricular link: Science) students will review the areas of each topic previously taught to consolidate their knowledge of the brain and how function / damage to specific regions of the brain can change behaviour.


The essay is holistic and requires students to draw upon their knowledge of psychology theories/research from all seven units of study and link these to a statement related to one of the key debates or a particular research method. Constructing these essays allows students to synthesise their knowledge from across the specification and compare and contrast different theories/research they have studied (Cross Curricular link: English). 

SKILLS: AO1, AO2 AO3
	· Students will answer a range of different 13-mark essay questions. One of which will be sat in exam conditions and marked by their teacher. 

	Term 3:1
	Revision for end of year 10 exam 

1. Research Methods revision x2
2. Sleep and Dreaming revision x2
3. Memory revision x2
4. Social Influence revision x2

	These revision lessons will prepare students for their end of year 10 exam, which will be the first time they sit a full examination paper. 


	All lessons link to previously learnt content as they are revision lessons which aim to consolidate learners knowledge, increase their confidence and improve their exam technique. 

SKILLS: AO1, AO2 AO3
	· In the revision lessons students will answer a range of exam questions which assess all three assessment objectives. 

· Students will then sit the OCR unit 2 examination paper which features all four of the units they have studied over the course of Y10.  

	Term 3:2
	Debates within Psychology (linked to Year 10 theories) 

1. Key debate: Nature vs Nurture
2. Key debate: Holism vs Reductionism
3. Key debate: Free will vs Determinism 














	These lessons introduce students to three of the most well-debated arguments within psychology. These three debates are pivotal in the construction of the 13-mark essay, which students are later introduced to in the course. By introducing students to the debates at the end of Y10, they have sufficient theoretical knowledge to link particular theories to one side of a debate. 







	Students use their knowledge of previously studied psychological theories and assign each to a specific side of a key debate. 
This develops the students ability to critically analyse theories they have previously explored, as they are now able to evaluate them from different perspectives. For example, does the Social Learning Theory of criminal behaviour only acknowledge the role of nurture? Why is this an issue? (Cross Curricular link: Science, Religious Studies).


SKILLS: AO1, AO2 AO3
	· Students will answer short exam questions which assess their understanding of the different sides of each debate and their ability to link psychological theories they have studied to particular debate standpoints.




	YEAR 11

	Term
	Topic sequence
	Topic rationale Intent  
(Why are you teaching that topic?)
	Link to prior learning/skills being developed
	Main methods of assessment

	Term 1:1
	Criminal Behaviour 

1. Defining crime
2. Measuring crime
3. The Social Learning Theory of criminal behaviour
4. Evaluation of the Social Learning Theory
5. Key study: Cooper and Mackie
6. Key study: evaluation of Cooper and Mackie
7. Eysenck’s theory of criminal personality
8. Eysenck’s theory- neuropsychology explanation and evaluation
9. Mid-unit assessment
10. Key study: Heaven 
11. Key study: Evaluation of Heaven
12. Application: Punishment
13. Application: Rehabilitation
14. Revision
15. End of unit assessment 

	Criminal Behaviour is a unit 1 topic, which includes the most accessible material from this particular unit which is why it is delivered first. This unit provides students with an insight into how crimes are categorised and measured within society. They also think critically about the subjective nature of crime, and how it has changed over time and across cultures. They will explore two explanations of crime which take different standpoints when attempting to explain the origins of criminal behaviour. 
	Prior links to the research methods unit, as students will utilise their knowledge of research methods when exploring the two key studies (Cooper & Mackie and Heaven). Also, when studying measuring crime, students can use their knowledge of the issues with self-report methods in order to come to a conclusion regarding the accuracy of these methods. Links to KS4 biology when exploring how neurotransmitters (such as dopamine) travel throughout the brain (Cross Curricular link: Science). Towards the end of the topic, students can utilise their knowledge of how criminal behaviour is learnt, in order to think about the most effective way to reduce crime within society (Cross Curricular link: Sociology). 


SKILLS: AO1, AO2 AO3
	· Knowledge, application and evaluation questions answered in their workbooks during lessons
· Mid-unit assessment (15 marks) which is self-assessed in class using the official OCR mark scheme
· End of unit assessment (24 marks) which is teacher assessed using the official OCR mark scheme

	Term 1:2
	Development 

1. Stages of development
2. Measuring intelligence
3. Piaget’s theory of Cognitive Development (evaluation included)
4. Evaluation of Piaget’s theory of Cognitive Development (evaluation included)
5. Key study: Piaget’s study into number conservation
6. Dweck’s theory of mindsets
7. Evaluation of Dweck’s theory of mindsets
8. Mid-unit assessment 
9. Willingham’s theory of learning styles (evaluation included)
10. Key study: Blackwell (evaluation included)
11. Application: effective methods in education 
12. Revision
13. End of unit assessment 

	Development is also a unit 1 topic, which is more comprehensive and requires a greater level of understanding than the previously taught unit. This unit allows students to understand how humans' brains and abilities develop from conception through to death. It examines the different skills individuals acquire as they pass through the four key stages of development and how the brain develops in the womb during each trimester of pregnancy. Students explore classic and contemporary theories of cognitive development and use their knowledge of said theories to explain common classroom practices employed by practitioners.
	Prior links to the research methods unit, as students will utilise their knowledge of research methods when exploring the two key studies (Piaget and Blackwell). Potential prior links to KS3 biology when students are learning about the development of the foetus during pregnancy (Cross Curricular link: Science). Potential links to physical education when learning about the origins of Dweck’s fixed vs growth mindsets theory (Cross Curricular link: Physical Education). Towards the end of the unit students can use their knowledge attained over the duration of the topic to create effective educational strategies for learning in the classroom. 

SKILLS: AO1, AO2 AO3
	· Knowledge, application and evaluation questions answered in their workbooks during lessons
· Mid-unit assessment (15 marks) which is self-assessed in class using the official OCR mark scheme
· End of unit assessment (24 marks) which is teacher assessed using the official OCR mark scheme

	Term 2:1
	Psychological Problems

1. Introduction to mental health
2. Attitudes towards mental health
3. Effects of stigma and discrimination 
4. Schizophrenia- clinical characteristics
5. The social drift Theory (evaluation included)
	Psychological Problems is the final unit 1 topic and it is taught last due to the nature of the content it covers. By this stage in Y11, students should have developed the appropriate level of maturity to allow them to access the content with a sensitive approach. This unit also hosts the most complex elements of the course which is why it is delivered later on in the students academic journey. This unit focuses on mental health, and encourages greater awareness in young people with the aim to reduce stigma and discrimination. The psychological problems unit revolves around understanding specific mental health disorders through studying the clinical characteristics and diagnosis criteria. Students are given the opportunity to explore different explanations for the development of two psychological disorders as well as a range of treatments which are commonly used to reduce the negative effects of living with a mental health condition. 
	Prior links to the research methods unit, as students will utilise their knowledge of research methods when exploring the two key studies (Daniel et al and Tandoc et al). Potential links with KS3/4 biology when exploring the Biological Theory of schizophrenia, which examines the role of neurotransmitters and brain structure and the influence these have on the development of schizophrenia. Towards the end of the unit the students utilise their knowledge of neurotransmitters and their impact on behaviour, to explore how drug therapy can be used to treat psychological disorders (Cross Curricular link: Science).  

SKILLS: AO1, AO2 AO3


	· Students will complete various timed 13-mark essays in class, which are self-assessed and one that is teacher assessed.

· Knowledge, application and evaluation questions answered in their workbooks during lessons

· Mid-unit assessment (15 marks) which is self-assessed in class using the official OCR mark scheme

· End of unit assessment (24 marks) which is teacher assessed using the official OCR mark scheme


	Term 2:2
	Psychological Problems continued

6. The Biological Theory of Schizophrenia (evaluation included)
7. Key study: Daniel et al (evaluation included)
8. Mid-unit assessment 
9. Depression- clinical characteristics
10. The ABC model of depression (evaluation included)
11. The Social Rank Theory of depression (evaluation included)
12. Key study: Tandoc 
13. Key study: Evaluation of Tandoc
14. Application: antipsychotics and psychotherapy
15. Application: neuropsychology
16. Revision
17. End of unit assessment 
	As above
	As above 

	As above 


	Term 3.1
	Debates within Psychology and the 13-mark essay

1. Key debate: Nature vs Nurture
2. Key debate: Holism vs Reductionism
3. Key debate: Free will vs Determinism 







	These lessons will introduce students to the 13-mark essay. This essay is holistic in its nature and therefore needs to be delivered after learners have developed their knowledge across a range of topics within the specification. 

	The essay is holistic and requires students to draw upon their knowledge of psychology theories/research from all seven units of study and link these to a statement related to one of the key debates or a particular research method. Constructing these essays allows students to synthesise their knowledge from across the specification and compare and contrast different theories/research they have studied (Cross Curricular link: English). 

SKILLS: AO1, AO2 AO3
	· Students will answer a range of different 13-mark essay questions. One of which will be sat in exam conditions and marked by their teacher. 

	Term 3:1
	Revision

1. Research methods
2. Sleep and dreaming
3. Memory
4. Social Influence x3 (cover remote learning content)
5. Criminal behaviour
6. Development
7. Psychological problems

	These revision lessons will prepare students for their external examination series which commences in May.
	

	

	Term 3:2
	N/A 
	
	
	



