Subject overview: KS4 Religious Education

	Subject Rationale (Intent)

	GCSE Religious Studies at St Angela’s is designed to help students develop a deeper understanding of faith, morality, and the role of religion in the modern world. Through the study of Catholic Christianity, ethical themes, and Judaism as a second religion, students are encouraged to reflect on beliefs, values, and human responsibility while developing respect for different perspectives and traditions.
The purpose and intention of the course is to support students’ spiritual, moral, and intellectual development by exploring how religious teachings influence individuals and society. Students examine key Catholic beliefs and practices, consider contemporary ethical issues, and gain insight into Jewish beliefs and traditions, promoting tolerance, empathy, and cultural awareness.
The course also develops a wide range of transferable skills, including critical thinking, analysis, evaluation, and effective communication. Students learn to interpret sources of wisdom and authority, construct balanced arguments, justify personal viewpoints, and engage thoughtfully with challenging moral and philosophical questions. These skills prepare learners for further study and help them become reflective, informed, and responsible members of society.
The Catholic aspect of the GCSE course is very detailed and allows for students within a Catholic school to develop a deeper and more developed understanding of their own faith as well as exploring more complex areas, which requires students to look both at the scripture and wider teachings relating to the catechism of the Catholic Church. 
As a Department we have chosen to blend teaching all aspects of the GCSE course rather than teaching paper 1 Catholic Christianity solely to year 10 and paper 2 Themes and Judaism solely in year 11. This allows for the students to stay involved with all aspects of the GCSE across the two years of study and also keep them interested in all aspects.
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	YEAR 10

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching?)
	Topic and sequence rationale 
(Why are you teaching this topic and how does it link to prior learning?)
	Links to prior learning and skills development 
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	Creation (Paper 1- Catholic Christianity)
· Genesis
· Attributes of God
· Interpretation
· Michelangelo's painting of Adam
· Stewardship 
· Charity
	The idea of creation is explored substantially in the KS3 RED where students explore the idea of creation and the role we play within the world in relation to freewill, sin and stewardship .This prior learning means that students have good base knowledge for the creation topic and so it allows confidence in skills development early on. 


Cross curricular links: 
· Geography- Caring for the world/Sustainability
· Science: Creation of the world and  the big bang theory 
· Art- Exploring the features of Michelangelo’s creation of Adam 


	This topic is suggested by AQA to be taught first, as it focuses on the beginning and roots of the Bible. 

It also allows students to explore the origins of creation and reflect on the key Characteristics of God such as his omnipotence which are later needed in other topics.


	-Exam Practice questions in class and homework 
-Mid unit review test 
-Kahoot activities 
-End of unit AQA Assessment 
1 hour

	Term 1:2
	Incarnation (Paper 1- Catholic Christianity)
· Sacred mystery
· Humanity and divinity
· Statues
· Signs and symbols
· Worship
· Sanctity of life
· Abortion
	This topic examines the role of Jesus as both human and divine and allows the students to start looking for evidence in the scripture. It also develops critical analysis skills linking Jesus in art work. Similar themes were explored in the year 9 SOW in relation to Jesus in art work


Cross curricular links: 
· RSHE: issues linked to pro life/pro choice
· Art: Exploring key status of Jesus 

	This topic allows for students to develop their understanding of the role of Jesus on earth and will help support the redemption topic taught later in the year.

	-Exam Practice questions in class and homework 
-Mid unit review test 
-Kahoot activities 
-End of unit AQA Assessment 
1 hour

	Term 2:1
	Human rights and Social Justice 
(Paper 2: Themes and Judaism)
· Human rights
· Poverty
· Justice
· Religious freedom
· Human trafficking
· 10 commandments
· The beatitudes 
	This topic is the first topic linked to ethical themes. It allows students to reflect on their role as young Catholics and how they can stand up for injustices linked to poverty, human trafficking and environmental issues as well as how to stand up for Catholic social teaching. This gives a solid foundation for many of the other ethical debates that students will come across throughout the GCSE course and so is sequenced early on.

Cross curricular links: 
· Rise up: Issues of HUman rights
· Sociology: Issues of poverty and homelessness  

	Catholic social teaching is embedded at KS3.This allows for a solid foundation as they move into year 10 when they need to support scripture and also make links to CCC teachings to develop their arguments.

	-Exam Practice questions in class and homework 
-Mid unit review test 
-Kahoot activities 
-End of unit AQA Assessment 
1 hour

	Term 2:2
	Judaism Beliefs 
(Paper 2: Themes and Judaism)
· Prayer and worship
· Holy scriptures
· Moses - Law giver
· Abraham - founding father
· Life after death
· Judgement
	This topic is a more detailed development of what is studied in year 8. It focuses on the ideas of Jewish beliefs and explores the connections to the Abrahamic faiths. This topic is the first part of the Judaism aspect of the course, with the second part taught in year 11. 

Cross curricular links: 
· MFL- Exploring wider cultures 
· Sociology- Roles of religion in Britain 





	It explores the core beliefs of Judaism and allows students to compare and contrast to Christianity. It follows on from the critical analysis of human rights and social justice, linking these themes specifically into the beliefs of different abrahamic faiths and developing students’ philosophical questioning. 
	-Exam Practice questions in class and homework 
-Mid unit review test 
-Kahoot activities 
-End of unit AQA Assessment 
1 hour

	Term 3:1
	Trinity (Paper 1- Catholic Christianity) 
· Baptism
· Father, Son and Holy Spirit
· Annunciation
· Nicene creed
· Sacraments
· Mass settings
· Prayer postures
	This topic develops the concept of Jesus the incarnation and explores the idea of the Trinity and how it is embedded within scripture. Also how the Trinity impacts our life through faith and prayer. Following the topic of beliefs in Judaism this area of study challenges students to contrast the faiths further and make connections between them. 
	Aspects of the Trinity are taught across the KS3 RED syllabus This allows students to link their current learning to the wider concept of the sacraments. 

	-Exam Practice questions in class and homework 
-Mid unit review test 
-Kahoot activities 
-End of unit AQA Assessment 
1 hour

	Term 3:2
	Church and Kingdom of God  
(Paper 1- Catholic Christianity)
· Parables
· Actions
· Prophecy
· Evangelisation
· Discipleship
	This topic connects a lot of what has been covered across the year. It explores the role of what it means to be a good Christian and what actions you must complete to access the Kingdom of God. The main focus is on the parables of Jesus and the entry requirements into Heaven. 

Cross curricular links: 
· Sociology- Christian feminism 


	This topic is developed further from key stage 3 exploration of parables where students explore the core meanings of parables in relation to understanding the Kingdom of God.

	-Exam Practice questions in class and homework -Mid unit review test -Kahoot activities -End of unit AQA Assessment 1 hour


	YEAR 11 

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching?)
	Topic and sequence rationale 
(Why are you teaching this topic and how does it link to prior learning?)
	
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	Redemption  
(Paper 1- Catholic Christianity)
· Sacrifice
· Crucifixion 
· Forgiveness
· Resurrection
· Eucharist and Last Supper
· Mass settings
	This topic gives students the opportunity to explore the deeper theological purpose of Jesus’ ministry on earth and explores the requirements for salvation. The wonder of redemption is a common theme within Catholic Christianity and so learning this topic at the end of the first year of study ensures that students are able to draw on knowledge and understanding from a range of different ideas. 
	The topic of sin and judgment is embedded and threaded throughout the KS3 RED syllabus with explorations of the Paschal mystery as well the role of  Mass and Eucharist.

In KS4 the students are presented with higher challenges in this area to explore deeper purposes and analogies of Christ’s redemption.


	-Exam Practice questions in class and homework 
-Mid unit review test 
-Kahoot activities 
-End of unit AQA Assessment 
1 hour

	Term 1:2
	Marriage and Family life 
(Paper 2: Themes and Judaism)
· Love
· Sacrament of marriage
· Family roles
· Homosexuality 
· Cohabitation 
· Celibacy


	This is the second theme topic in the GCSE course. We chose to deliver this in year 11 as it encourages debate and discussion and also examines more mature themes linked to relationships, marriage and the role of sex. In year 9 students do explore the topic of marriage in relation to the types of love, however within GCSE we delve deeper into the core values of marriage and also the role of sex and family life.
Cross curricular links: 
· Sociology: The role of Families in the world and changing families 
· RHSE: The role of sex and marriage 
	This topic is analysed from the Catholic perspective, but contrasts secular society views on the topic. The debates and moral ideas that arise in this topic can be linked to the subsequent topics taught this year to challenge students’ philosophical reasoning. 

	-Exam Practice questions in class and homework 
-Mid unit review test 
-Kahoot activities 
-End of unit AQA Assessment 
1 hour

	Term 2:1
	Eschatology  
(Paper 1- Catholic Christianity)
· Heaven and Hell
· Purgatory
· Judgement
· Sacrament of the sick
· Funeral rites
· Sanctity of life
· Euthanasia





	This topic explores the idea of judgement and life after death. It develops from the year 10 topic of redemption and also the year 9 syllabus which explores the Catholic concept of purgatory. Students begin to look at what life after death means and preparation for the afterlife. 
Cross curricular links: 

· Rise up: grieving and emotional support- Euthansia 

	This generates questioning around the implications for how Catholics live their lives on a daily basis and ties heavily into beliefs around some of the themes discussed in term 1:1. This forms a good foundation to then begin discussions around what constitutes a ‘good Christian’ and where beliefs over judgement lie.
	-Exam Practice questions in class and homework 
-Mid unit review test 
-Kahoot activities 
-End of unit AQA Assessment 
1 hour

	Term 2:2
	Judaism Practices 
(Paper 2: Themes and Judaism)
· Birth rites
· Funeral rites
· Marriage
· Passover
· Yom Kippur
· Rosh Hashanah
	This final topic is part 2 of the Judaism paper and explores how Jews practice their faith. It allows for deep comparisons to Christian rituals such as within marriage and the 7 sacraments. This is a development of the ideas studied in year 10 relating to beliefs in Judaism and also returns to areas covered in year 8. 
Cross curricular links: 
· Sociology: The role of religion in modern Britain and impact on society  


	Students have therefore built up a comprehensive understanding of the faith to now be able to discuss practices in relation and comparison to Christian practices. Throughout this topic, key themes from many different areas of the course link in.

	-Exam Practice questions in class and homework 
-Mid unit review test 
-Kahoot activities 
-End of unit AQA Assessment 
1 hour

	Term 3:1
	Exam preparation for both papers 1 and 2

	Students revisit content from the whole course and develop exam technique in preparation for the upcoming final exams. All topics from the course are linked together during this term.
	
	-Exam Practice questions in class and homework 
-Mid unit review test 
-Kahoot activities 
-End of unit AQA Assessment 
1 hour

	Term 3:2
	Public exams
	Public exams
	
	Public exams



