Subject overview: KS5 Religious Education

	Subject Rationale (Intent)

	A Level Religious Studies at St Angela's offers students the opportunity to explore key questions about belief, morality, and human existence through the study of Philosophy, Ethics, and Christianity. The course encourages critical thinking, analysis, and discussion while developing the ability to evaluate different viewpoints and construct reasoned arguments. 

In year 12, students study component 2B – Christianity, in keeping with the school’s Catholic ethos. This component also has strong foundations at KS4 level as Christianity is studied as a part of most GCSE exam boards. Students also study Philosophy and Ethics, covering a multiple of topics including normative ethical theories and arguments for the existence of God. 
In year 13, students further develop their knowledge of Christianity and Philosophy and Ethics, but also are taught to demonstrate a critical awareness of the connections between Christianity and Philosophy and Christianity and Ethics through the realm of dialogue questions as part of their exam. This section of the specification is focused on the connections between various elements of the course and requires students to develop breadth and depth in their understanding of the connections between the knowledge, understanding and skills set out in the specification. 

As a department we have chosen to blend teaching all aspects of the AS and A level courses rather than teaching Philosophy, Ethics and Christianity in separate block units.  This allows for the students to stay involved with all aspects of the GCSE across the two years of study and also keep them interested in all aspects.

High challenge is embedded across the RE curriculum through the use of learning objectives aimed at the highest order skills (e.g. analysis of Biblical and ethical sources).  This is further developed through the use of flipped learning as an established practice in all topic areas, particularly for research projects, which appear in every year group. In feedback, teachers make use of individualised learning questions to facilitate the highest level of progress for each student. Furthermore, philosophical questioning around different topic areas in lessons allows for the development of excellent oracy and literacy skills, which are linked to success criteria in assessment. 


	Feedback in RE
	Literacy and Oracy in RE 

	· Weekly essays with Diagnostic teacher feedback
· Self review and evaluation tasks
· Whole class feedback
· End of Year unit assessments 
· Explicit success criteria identified for assessments
· Verbal feedback in lessons
· Peer to peer feedback 
	· Glossary of exam terminology and keywords 
· Whole class reading
· Targeted reading (At or above/BCAR)
· Encouraging students to re-read text
· Highlighting of text
· Open and closed questions related to Bible/texts
· Model answers
· Opportunities for structured talk - Class discussion 
· Research and presentation tasks
· Student/peer led lesson teaching and feedback 







	YEAR 12 

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching?)
	Topic sequence rationale 
(Why are you teaching this topic?)
	Link to prior learning / skills development
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	1. Arguments for the existence of God (Philosophy Topic - Paper 1)











2. God (Christianity Topic - Paper 2)




















3. Sources of wisdom and authority (Christianity Topic - paper 2)
	1. This topic explores the question of whether or not God exists and the creation of the world. This topic is delivered first as it introduces students to key basic philosophical language and concepts. As part of this unit students examine the teleological, ontological and cosmological arguments and the impact these have on religious belief. This topic is concurrently taught alongside the Christianity topic on God, so students are able to make links based on the attributes of the classical God of theism.

Cross-curricular links: 
· Skills cultivated are the same used in Psychology, Geography, History and sociology (critical analysis/evaluation). 

2. AQA recommends that this is one of the first Christianity topics delivered as it gives students a basic understanding of Christian beliefs about God. Students will explore the concept of monotheism and the Christian beliefs surrounding the trinity. They will also examine the varying views on God as personal, God as the Father and God as love. This topic is delivered first as it directly links with the arguments for the existence of God unit which will be concurrently taught by the philosophy & ethics teacher. 

Cross-curricular links: 
· Science - origins of the universe. 




3. Students are taught this topic in order to give them a clever idea of where Christians gain knowledge about their faith from and how this acts as a guide for their lives. Students examine the role of the Bible for Christians, different perspectives of the Protestant and Catholic churches and Christian understandings of Jesus’ authority.

Cross-curricular links: 
· History - Reformation and formation of the Protestant churches. 

	Attributes about God will have been covered at KS4 level. Some students from external lower schools will have studied philosophy units as part of their GCSE studies. Beliefs about the nature of God and the creation of the world will also have been studied as part of the AQA GCSE specification B course. Students will be introduced to specialist philosophical terms and language



Christian beliefs about the nature of God are covered to a large extent by most exam boards at GCSE level. AQA GCSE Religious Studies B dedicated full units to belief about God as the creator and the Trinity. Students will be introduced to the AO1 and AO2 skills required to answer A level exam questions and will be pushed to make links between beliefs about God and arguments for God’s existence as studied in philosophy and ethics. 












Students will have studied features of the Bible at KS4 as a part of the Creation unit. Students will also be able to make links back to the Church history topic studied during year 9 in relation to the differences between Catholic and Protestant churches.

	End of unit assessment - 25 marks (AO1 short questions and 15 marks AO2 essay) and weekly essays set. 


Weekly essays set testing AO1 and AO2 skills. 

End of unit assessment - 25 marks (AO1 short questions and 15 marks AO2 essay) and weekly essays set.















	Term 1:
	1. Normative Ethical Theories (Ethics Topic - Paper 1)








2. Application of ethical theories (Ethics Topic - Paper 1)











3. Expressions of religious identity (Christianity Topic - paper) 
	1. This unit gives students a basic understanding of how to ‘do’ ethics and the differing approaches taken to decision making by ethical theories; deontological, teleological and character-based. Students study Natural Moral Law, Situation Ethics and Virtue Ethics and consider the effectiveness of each theory.  




2. This unit requires students to apply their knowledge of normative ethical theories to issues including theft, lying, animal rights, abortion, euthanasia, capital punishment and medical technology. Students will learn what each of these issues involve and will deduce what guidance each ethical theory would give on these issues.

Cross-curricular links: 
· RISE-Up - issues surrounding the law and abortion, euthanasia and human rights. 
· Sociology - Crime and punishment. 


3. This topic develops the student’s understanding of important Christian sacraments, namely baptism and Holy Communion. The topic also explores the concept of mission and evangelism as a way to express religious belief and identity. 
	Students will have learned about Natural Law and Aquinas from AQA’s GCSE Religious Studies B course. Students will also have covered basic approaches to ethical decision making throughout KS3 and 4, having explored topics such as crime and punishment in KS3 and marriage and relationships in KS4, for example. 


This unit links directly to normative ethical theories which the students will have just covered. Most students will have a knowledge of ethical dilemmas from topics studied at KS4 especially. 










Students will have studied dedicated topics at KS3 on the themes of baptism and the Eucharist. Students will have also studied the idea of mission as part of the kingdom of God topic in year 11. 

	Weekly essays set & flipped learning tasks


Weekly essays set. 

End of unit assessment - 25 marks (AO1 short questions and 15 marks AO2 essay) and weekly essays set.



	Term 2:1
	1. Religious Experience (Philosophy Topic - Paper 1)










2. Self, death and the afterlife (Christianity Topic - Paper 2) 
	1. As part of this unit of work, students will examine the various types of religious experiences; numinous, visions and mystical. They will also assess the challenges posed to the validity of religious experiences and consider if religious experiences contribute to religious belief. 

Cross-curricular links: 
· Psychology - Freud. 
· Sociology - Karl Marx. 
· Science - The role of the temporal lobe. 


2. As part of this unit, students will focus on key aspects of Christian belief surrounding death and the afterlife including beliefs about the resurrection, different interpretations about judgement and the meaning and purpose of life. 
	Key Christian characters such as St. Teresa and St. Bernadette are examined which students will have briefly learned about at KS3 level. Religious experiences also serve as a way to prove that God exists which links to prior learning from the arguments for God topic. 






Students will have studied Eschatology as a part of their GCSE syllabus and will be able to make links to prior learning about judgement and the afterlife. In year 13, students will complete a Philosophy topic on self, death and the afterlife, so this unit sets in place a basis for that topic also. 
	End of unit assessment - 25 marks (AO1 short questions and 15 marks AO2 essay) and weekly essays set.

Weekly essays set. 


	Term 2:2
	1. The problem of Evil (Philosophy Topic - Paper 1) 






2. Good moral conduct (Christianity Topic - Paper 2) 
	1. This topic focuses on the hinge question of ‘Why does evil and suffering exist?’. Students will examine the different types of evil and theodicies outlining how religious believers may justify the existence of God despite evil and suffering existing in the world. 



2. Students will examine the importance of conduct as a religious believer. The main focus of this unit is on the issues of stewardship, dominion and the sanctity of life. 

Cross-curricular links: 
· Geography - Sustainability and care for the environment. 


	Some students may have studied the problem of evil as part of their GCSE syllabus. Students will also be able to make links to the concept of free will which is studied as a part of various topics at both KS3 and KS4 levels. 


Students will have previously learned about dominion, stewardship and the sanctity of life as part of the Creation unit studied in year 10. 

	End of unit assessment - 25 marks (AO1 short questions and 15 marks AO2 essay) and weekly essays set.

Weekly essays set. 

	Term 3:1
	Revision and exams 
	Revision of all areas of study from year 12, developing exam technique in preparation for public AS exams. 

	
	Public exams

	Term 3:2
	1. Miracles (Year 13 Philosophy Topic - paper 1) 






2. Christianity and science (Year 13 Christianity Topic - Paper 2) 
	1. Students will be able to differentiate between the different views of miracles; realist and anti-realist. Students will examine examples of the laws of nature and determine what constitutes a ‘miracle’.

Cross-curricular links: 
· Science - Laws of nature.

2. This topic explores how and why science responds to the claims made by Christianity. Students study various developments in Christian thought, such as ‘The God of the Gaps’, genetic engineering and the Big Bang Theory. 

Cross-curricular links: 
· Science - Big bang theory, evolution. 
	Prior learning may be drawn on from the religious experience topic studied prior to this in year 12. Students will have also learned basic knowledge about what miracles are during KS3. 



Students will be able to recall issues surrounding genetic engineering and the big bang theory in particular from their studies on philosophy from year 12. 



	End of unit assessment - 25 marks (AO1 short questions and 15 marks AO2 essay) and weekly essays set
.

Weekly essays set. 

	YEAR 13 

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching?)
	Topic sequence rationale 
(Why are you teaching this topic and how does it link to prior learning?)
	
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	1. Free Will and Determinism (Ethics Topic - Paper 1








2. Christianity, gender and sexuality (Christianity Topic - Paper 2)

	1. We chose to start year 13 with this topic to engage and enthuse students for the new academic year as this unit allows for debate and interesting discussions surrounding the issues of free will, moral responsibility and crime and punishment. 

Cross-curricular links: 
· Psychology - Pavlov’s dogs, BF Skinner, behaviourism. 
· Sociology - Crime and punishment. 

2. Students will examine the role of women within Christianity and the development of feminist theology. Scholars such as Daphne Hampson and Rosemary Radford Ruether are studied, as well as views on celibacy, marriage and LGBT issues. 

Cross-curricular links: 
· Rise-Up - Feminism, gender equality. 
· Sociology - Gender studies. 
	Students will be aware of what free will from prior learning at KS3 and 4. Students of psychology, sociology and science will be able to see cross-curricular links between subjects surrounding the idea of determinism. 






Students will have previously studied the themes of LGBT issues, marriage and celibacy as part of AQA’s GCSE Religious Studies B paper 
	End of unit assessment - 25 marks (AO1 short questions and 15 marks AO2 essay) and weekly essays set.


Weekly essays set. 

	Term 1:2
	1. Religious Language (Philosophy Topic - Paper 1)






2. Christianity and the challenge of secularisation
	1. This topic focuses around the key question ‘Is religious language meaningful?’. Students will examine challenges to religious language in the form of the verification and falsification principles. Students will also differentiate between cognitive and non-cognitive views of language. 


2. This topic is studied with exclusive reference to the British context. The challenge of secularisation is examined, including the replacement of religion as the source of truth and moral values; relegation of religion to the personal sphere; the rise of militant atheism: the view that religion is irrational.

Cross-curricular links: 
· Sociology - Contemporary British society. 
	Students will be able to make cross curricular links with the subject of English and MFL as they identify the significance of word games, the use of syntax and different meanings of words. 




Students will be able to link this topic with prior learning from the Philosophy year 12 topic on arguments for God. Students of sociology will also be able to identify cross-curricular links with the role of religion within British society. 

	End of unit assessment - 25 marks (AO1 short questions and 15 marks AO2 essay) and weekly essays set.


Weekly essays set. 

	Term 2:1
	1. Self, death and the afterlife (Philosophy Topic - Paper 1)



2. Conscience (Ethics Topic - paper 1)








3. Christianity, migration and pluralism (Christianity Topic - Paper 2)
	1. With this topic, students examine Descartes’ argument for the existence of the soul. Students also deduce whether or not existence is personal, physical or metaphysical. 


2. Students examine religious, sociological and psychological views on the conscience and apply these views to issues of adultery, breaking promises and lying. 

Cross-curricular links: 
· Sociology - Contemporary British society. 
· Geography - Migration. 


3. Students study how migration has created multicultural societies which include Christianity, with particular reference to the diversity of faiths in Britain today. The issues of inclusivism and religious expression are also examined.  


	This topic directly links to the year 12 Christianity unit on self, death and the afterlife.



This topic links to the previous topic on free will and determinism as personal and moral responsibility are taken into account. This topic also links to prior learning on good moral conduct from the Christianity paper. 




This topic links to the previous topic on Christianity and religious expression. Students may also be able to make cross-curricular links with geography and the impact of migration.

	End of unit assessment - 25 marks (AO1 short questions and 15 marks AO2 essay) and weekly essays set.

Weekly essays set. 

	Term 2:2
	1. Meta-Ethics (Ethics topic - Paper 1)








2. Bentham and Kant (Ethics Topic - Paper 1)
	1. Students study a range of natural and non-natural ethical theories, including divine command theory, intuitionism and utilitarianism. Students then need to assess the strengths and weaknesses of each of these theories. This topic is taught towards the end of the academic year as it is a short topic and lays the foundations for the utilitarianism studied as part of the Bentham and Kant unit. 

2. This topic is taught last in year 13 as it is short and links well with the previous topic of meta-ethics. This unit involves students examining act-utilitarianism with reference to Jeremy Bentham and Immanuel Kant’s categorical imperative. Students also need to compare and contrast these two ethical views with Christian ethics.
	This topic will link directly to the normative ethical theories studied in year 12. Students will also be able to make links with the Christianity topic of sources of wisdom and authority when examining divine command theory.




This topic inextricably links with previous ethical theories studied; Natural moral law, situation ethics and divine command theory. Students may also draw links between this topic and good moral conduct as studied within the Christianity module. 


	End of unit assessment - 25 marks (AO1 short questions and 15 marks AO2 essay) and weekly essays set.






.

	Term 3:1
	Revision and Exams
	Revision of all areas of study from years 12 and 13, developing exam technique in preparation for public A Level exams. 

	
	Public exams

	Term 3:2
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	
	N/A



