Subject overview: KS4 Sociology

	Subject Rationale (Intent)

	The Sociology curriculum aims to enable pupils to participate in our interconnected world with understanding and altruism. As a department we aim to teach students the higher-level skills needed in order to critically analyse everyday events and occurrences. Through the study of sociology, pupils will examine social phenomena that affect people’s lives in profound ways. The course is designed and delivered to nurture thoughtful and motivated young people, who can act responsibly as active citizens, and who believe in their ability to change their community for the better.

The Sociology department is given direct guidelines for KS4 content via the exam board and, therefore, the curriculum has been designed using the AQA Sociology GCSE specification. Students are required to use their knowledge of different sociological perspectives to offer explanations of the functions performed by the different institutions in society, and to evaluate the effectiveness of these explanations. Students will be required to describe key patterns and trends related to marriage and divorce; educational achievement; crime and deviance, and inequalities using a range of data sources, including official national statistics. Students will be required to offer explanations for these patterns and trends using sociological theories. Students will also be required to refer to the different methods that sociologists use to conduct social research and evaluate the usefulness of these methods. The skills students will have developed will enable them to construct reasoned arguments and debates, make substantiated judgements and draw conclusions. The curriculum has been designed in order to meet these expectations and consequently enable students to make holistic connections between the different topic areas studied.

	Feedback in sociology at Key stage 4
	Literacy / Oracy 

	In class: 
Lessons are designed to give students lots of opportunities to fill in gaps in their knowledge and enhance their understanding of sociological concepts and theories. Students are given instant feedback through verbal feedback during cold calling, think→pair→ share, or during class discussions. Lesson activities are designed to allow students to verbally rehearse ideas before committing them to paper, which gives the teacher an opportunity to make a timely intervention to prevent misconceptions from sticking

There are a number of AfL strategies in class to check learning at transition points. These include, but are not limited to; hinge questions, mini-whiteboards, RAG rating understanding, exit tickets. 

Retrieval questions are designed to test student knowledge (in their long-term memory), students get instant feedback on this via teacher, self or peer assessment, allowing them to identify any gaps in their knowledge. These are deliberately low stakes so that students take risks and learn. 

Marking of booklets:
Students’ booklets show their homework and classwork. Students’ work is checked for completion and standards. Exam style responses, or longer responses that are not exam style, are marked. Students get feedback based on their accuracy of sociological knowledge and understanding, spelling, punctuation and grammar, as well as feedback for their application, analytical and evaluation skills. Students are given time in lessons to reflect on this feedback and make improvements to their written responses. 
Success criteria is used to support peer and self-assessment. This develops students’ exam fluency and metacognitive skills. 

Mid-unit and end of unit assessments: 
Marking giving scores and whole class feedback with student reflection. Allows students to develop metacognitive skills whilst reflecting on their areas of strength and development, they are taught to recognise which parts of the whole-class feedback apply to them. Students are given time to redraft answers in light of the feedback. Model answers are shared where appropriate. 
	Sociology is a text-rich subject that requires students to engage with complex academic language, specialist terminology, and diverse written sources including theoretical texts, empirical studies, data sets, and exam papers. To succeed at GCSE level, students must develop sophisticated literacy skills that go beyond basic comprehension.
Literacy strategies in sociology help students to develop their comprehension of a variety of modes of text, and develop their disciplinary fluency. This means that students have the skills needed to access sociology within and beyond the classroom. 
The literacy strategies we use in GCSE Sociology classrooms are designed to:
· Remove barriers to learning by pre-teaching subject-specific vocabulary (tier 3) and academic language (tier 2) that students may not encounter in everyday conversation
· Build confidence and independence through modelled reading and structured approaches to unfamiliar academic texts
· Develop critical reading skills essential for analysing sociological arguments, interpreting data, and responding effectively to exam questions
· Activate and connect prior knowledge so students can build a coherent understanding of sociological perspectives, studies and social issues over time
· Support all learners to access challenging sociological content, regardless of their starting points

	YEAR 10 

	Term
	Topic sequence
(What are you teaching)
	Topic rationale Intent  
(Why are you teaching that topic?) 
	Link to prior learning / skills development
	Main method of assessment

	Term 1:1
	Topic 1: Family
Students will start the Family Topic and explore definitions of the family, types of family that exist in the UK and what sociologists mean by family diversity. 

During this term students are taught the theoretical explanations of the family. Students are expected to explain and evaluate functionalist, Marxist and feminist views of the family as well as apply the key ideas of a range of sociological thinkers within each theoretical domain. 

	Students have not studied sociology in KS3 and therefore it is essential that students gain a true understanding of what the subject is from the very beginning. A number of the concepts taught through this topic are relatable to students’ lived experiences and therefore easier to access than some of the later topics. Therefore, introducing students to the Family Topic first will develop their enthusiasm for the subject. 


This will be the first-time students learn the main sociological perspectives. They will learn functionalism, Marxism, feminism, in the context of the family and how to evaluate these perspectives. This will expose students to the big ideas that belong to each perspective, and give them the foundational knowledge that they will revisit when learning the perspectives through the context of education, crime and social stratification. 
	No prior learning of sociology. 

Students will have studied some of the topics that come up in family in their other subjects, such as RE, Rise Up, English, history. For example, understanding the development of the nuclear family builds on students' KS3 understanding of the industrial revolution and urbanisation.

Students will learn a number of new key concepts through this unit, some of which are essential to their wider understanding of sociology. Therefore, students will learn how to describe these concepts in the form of 3-mark exam style questions. 
 
12 mark questions make up 48% of students’ final GCSE marks, so introducing students to this style of question is essential for confidence and examination success. Students write their first 12 mark question in their 6th lesson. This is well supported by the teacher who will guide them through the planning and writing process before building students’ independence. As students progress through the topic of the family, their teacher will continue to support them with their planning of 12 mark responses which will equip students with the tools to construct a sociological debate. 12 mark essays highlight the importance of using sociological evidence, so students will learn how to apply the work of sociologists and other useful data sources to their written responses. 
	· Exam questions set in the classroom / for homework
· 12-mark essay
· Mid-topic assessment including 1 mark, 3 marks, 12 marks 

	Term 1:2
	Topic 1: Family 

During this term students are taught the following subtopics; patterns and trends in marriage and divorce, theoretical explanations of marriage and divorce and changing relationships within the family. 



Topic 2: Research Methods
Following families, Year 10 students will be learning about research design, practical, ethical and theoretical issues in research and the differences between primary and secondary sources of data. 
	Students will explore how the structure, roles and relationships between family members have changed over the years. 













Research Methods questions are embedded into Paper 1 and 2 so this topic is taught following families so that students can understand how research methods may be conducted in practice. They will also explore how these methods help sociologists establish theories. 



 
	These subtopics are some of the key issues and debates in the family topic so students are expected to apply their knowledge of the theories learnt in the previous term. 

Students will also explore the themes of marriage and divorce during their RE lessons. 










Students will be able to revisit the topic of families through the lens of research methods by looking at how key sociologists collected the data that led to their findings in families. For example, when learning about ethical issues, students will consider how this could apply to researching relationships within the family. 

	· Exam questions set in the classroom / for homework
· End of unit summative assessment for families consisting of 1 marks, 3 marks, 4 marks, 12 marks
· This content also features in the end of Year 10 exam.
· Mid-unit assessment: 1 marks, 2 marks, 4 marks

	Term 2:1
	Topic 2: Research Methods

As students continue learning about research methods they will describe and evaluate the different methods involved in sociological research including, probability and non probability sampling and qualitative and quantitative data collection methods. 





	
Once students have learnt research design and the practical, ethical and theoretical issues, students apply these to the context of various research methods. Students cannot progress further in their study of sociology without this knowledge, as it is a fundamental element of the discipline. 
	Students will be able to revisit the topic of families through the lens of research methods by looking at how key sociologists collected the data that led to their findings in families. For example, when studying the strengths and limitations of interviews, they will explore how Ann Oakley and Young and Wilmott used this method. 

Higher tariff research methods exam questions always ask students about the issues that researchers could face when using particular methods to investigate various subtopics related to families, education, crime and deviance, or social stratification. Therefore the knowledge that students will have acquired from families can be applied when considering the strengths and limitations of the various methods they will learn. This will allow them to access the full range of marks available for this topic.

Some key concepts within the Research Methods Topic will be covered in the Research Methods Topic in psychology (examples include, but are not limited to: quantitative data, qualitative data, types of interviews, questionnaires, open / closed questions, ethical issues, validity). 
	· Exam questions set in the classroom / for homework
· End-unit summative assessment for Family and Research Methods: 1, 2, 3, 4, 12 mark Qs 
· This content also features in the end of Year 10 exam.

	Term 2:2
	Topic 3: Education 

After students have completed their end of unit assessment for the Family and Research Methods topic students start the final topic of Year 10 which is Education. Students explore the types of schools in contemporary society and the functions of education according to Functionalists, Marxists and feminists. 
	In Year 10 sociology, the topics students study relate to their lived experiences and the world around them. This includes families and education. This enables students’ to consider new concepts and other perspectives in a less abstract way. 


	The theoretical functions of Education are taught next as students are expected to link the theories of Functionalism, Marxism and Feminism to the remaining subtopics in the Education topic. Students’ knowledge of these theories will be revisited in a new context. 

In addition, students will continue to develop their evaluative skills and their literacy skills by continuing to plan and write 12 mark questions. The break in 12 mark practice, due to research methods, ensures that spaced practice occurs which should transfer the 12 mark technique into students’ long term memory. Students will also learn how to answer the source based 4 mark questions relating to sociologists. 

	· Exam questions set in the classroom / for homework
· 12 marker 
· This content also features in the end of Year 10 exam.

	Term 3.1
	Topic 3: Education 

Students continue with the Education topic in the summer term. Over the next seven weeks students explore the following subtopics; school diversity, educational policies. Internal and external factors which impact student achievement, and how these factors can lead to social class and gender differences in achievement. 
	Factors that impact students' educational achievement introduces students to the social inequalities beyond the family. This provides a basis for the study of crime and deviance, and social stratification, where an understanding of social inequalities is essential for exploring the associated theories. 
	These subtopics are issues and debates  in the Education unit so students are expected to apply their knowledge of the theories learnt in the previous term.

Students will continue to develop their application skills by making links to theory when discussing issues and debates in Education.

Students will also continue to develop their literacy skills by planning and writing 12 mark questions.
	· Exam questions set in the classroom / for homework
· Mid-unit summative assessment for Education consisting of 3, 4 and 12 mark questions. 
· This content also features at the end of the Year 10 exam.

	Term 3:2
	Topic 3: Education 

After the Year 10 end of Year exams have been completed students are taught the last two topics which are ethnicity and educational achievement. 
	
Same as above 
	These two remaining subtopics are issues and debates in the Education unit so students are expected to apply their knowledge of the theories learnt in the previous term.

Students will be developing their exam skills and consolidating their knowledge of the topics taught so far.
	· Exam questions set in the classroom / for homework
· End of Year assessment: Paper 1: Sociology of Families and Education with Research Methods. Full paper: 1 mark,2 mark, 3 mark, 4 and 12 mark. 100 marks. 

	YEAR 11

	Term
	Topic sequence
	Topic rationale Intent  
(Why are you teaching that topic?)
	Link to prior learning/skills being developed
	Main methods of assessment

	Term 1:1
	Topic 4: Crime and deviance 

During this half term students will be taught the following subtopics; definitions of crime and deviance, relativity of crime and deviance, Sociological explanations of crime. 

	The crime and deviance topic is one that students find very interesting and therefore is an excellent topic to start with when delivering the more challenging Year 11 content.



	Students will have already learnt about norms and values in the context of the family in Year 10. This knowledge is revisited in the context relativity of crime and deviance. 

Students will continue to develop their application skills by making links to theory when discussing issues and debates in crime and deviance.

Students will also continue to develop their literacy skills by planning and writing 12 mark questions.

Students who wish to study sociology at A Level will explore key concepts and theories of crime and deviance during their A Level studies (norms, values, theories for why people commit crime).

GCSE psychology also explores definitions of crime and deviance, as well as the social construction of crime. 

GCSE history also explores concepts of crime and deviance (development of law enforcement and punishment).
	· Exam questions set in the classroom / for homework
· Mid-unit summative assessment for Crime and deviance consisting of 1, 3, 4 and 12 mark questions.
· This content also features in the Year 11 mock exam.

	Term 1:2
	Topic 4: Crime and deviance 

During this half term students will be taught the following subtopics; the relationship between class, gender, ethnicity and age crime. Finally, students will be taught issues and debates exploring punishment, young offending and the role of the media. 
	Students are expected to make theoretical links when exploring the relationship between class, gender, ethnicity and age, therefore these topics are taught after the theories of crime. 

	The foundational knowledge of differences between social groups that students’ solidified in the education topic will be built on when exploring how different social groups are involved in crime and deviance. For example, students' understanding of working class, male underachievement in education is essential for understanding why working class boys may experience status frustration, according to A Cohen. 

Students will continue to develop their application skills by making links to theory when discussing issues and debates in Crime and deviance.

Students will also continue to develop their literacy skills by planning and writing 12 mark questions.
	· Exam questions set in the classroom / for homework
· End of unit summative assessment for Crime and deviance consisting of 3, 4 and 12 mark questions. 
· This content also features in the Year 11 mock exam.

	Term 2:1
	Topic 5: Stratification  

During this half term students will be taught the following subtopics; definitions of stratification, types of stratification and theoretical explanations of social stratification. 

	This topic is taught last in two year course as it explores various forms of inequality which exist in contemporary society. When studying this topic students can make holistic links to examples of inequalities in Year 10 and Year 11 topics.



	This topic draws on a range of content from all of the other topics previously studied. 

Students will continue to develop their application skills by making links to theory when discussing issues and debates in the Stratification topic.

Students will also continue to develop their literacy skills by planning and writing 12 mark questions.

Students who wish to study sociology at A Level will explore key concepts and theories of Stratification during their A Level studies. 
	· Exam questions set in the classroom / for homework
· Mid-unit summative assessment for Stratification consisting of 1, 2, 3, 4 and 12 mark questions. 

	Term 2:2
	Topic 5: Stratification 

During this half term students will be taught the following subtopics; political power, power relationships, patriarchy, life chances, the affluent worker, social mobility, poverty and the underclass. 

	As above. 

	Students will continue to develop their application skills by making links to theory when discussing issues and debates in the Stratification topic.

Students will also continue to develop their literacy skills by planning and writing 12 mark questions.
	· Exam questions set in the classroom / for homework
· End of unit summative assessment for Stratification consisting of 1, 2, 3, 4 and 12 mark questions.

	Term 3:1
	Revision 
	There is a lot of knowledge and skills that students will have learnt across their Sociology GCSE. Therefore revision time at the end allows students to consolidate key concepts, theories and exam skills. 

This gives their teacher an opportunity to clarify any misconceptions or areas of difficulty that their students have developed over the course of study.
	Exam style skills. 

A particular focus on timed exam practice as this is required in the upcoming examinations. 
	GCSE Sociology exams. 

	Term 3:2
	N/A 



